


1. 'fi1.k report i s  classified to  protect i n fowt ion  revealing operational 

c a p b i l i t i e s  of 11.5 military forces. Information contained herein w i l l  be 

&issr?lnatccl only t o  those agencies md personnel whose official duties 

sp~ci i ical .1)~ r q u i r e  access to  the rcprt. 

2 .  Tr.n inEomntiun ccatainad in th i s  document is disseminated on a 
8 ' 

3. i X s  docz~tnt contains infomation affecting the national &fans3 of .  

the !!>ited States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, T i t l ~  18, 

U X ,  Se::io?s 793 and 794. The transmission o r  revelation of iqfomation 

CC?.:B~:!:~ hl-rein, in  any manner, to  nn un~uthorized person is prohibited 

by ?iX.. 

whole o r  i n  part without the psm!i.ssio~~ 
I 
I 



i 

1. l%is is a re?ort of the snlicnt facts concerning the p l h , ? g ,  1 
I 

trair.e.2, ;?nd conikct of the Ssn 'Say Search and Rescue Operation. ZIC ! 
0;-xazion :;.as cxtramly corplex, and it i s  believed important t o  view 

s p x i f i c  i a ~ s i s  in  t11- cont.cxt of the ovc;.all operation; hmce, it was 

-,..--- ,.-,,>sr.~ to  lirit th: Part I narrativz of the facts md c.om:ents t o  
:'. 1 

COLX~&.J p~a~or t io .m.  I t  SIIOUPJ be noted, however, that  the 
. :I .. . 

exce?ti;?a!ly c q i b l e  staff 2nd fcrrcc3 involved in this  ,oileration 

o---.. . . .. . .&c:.' 23 in f in i te  nwber of concepts and ideas which were ths real 
. I  

i 
f&,h; i~  o this ,  for the n w t  part ,  pionerrinz endeavor. Solre of these 8 

id2= e,-.A-.D ..-,,- iil P ~ c s  I aid 1.1; others are  evidenced in the raw data i n  
. I 

i 
Part 111. Il~:~~u~r, only those who lived with the aperation on a daily ! 

basis crr! full./ apprcciete the ingeimiq, imagination, j udpmts ,  and 

I decisi?:~ \.;>ich $:ere fw.Jm:.?tal t o  the 'success of ?hi. ogeration. .. 

5-n ' i z  n a t i o x l  inielligence agencies' assesmmts of enemy c a p -  

b i l i t i ? ~  ar.:! reactioa \;ere th? basis for the concept of operations 

2 ,  cc:xi(:ei.i~g th 1x:i of precedeat for  th is  t y p  OE ope~ation, wers 

hi$?ly zc~~rlrais. Ti12 i n i t i a l  ju3gent t11t.t w could get t o  th.: objective 

sa:'el;. z:d proW~ly  uncktected proved valid, l l ~  a i r  and ground diwr- 

sio?.s v::n.!rc2 as e w c i e d .  ,- Each slemnt of the force hntl v i t a l  tasks- to  

jsrfol;!, .md each ppofoomud achirably. 

- ..., . I:!<: ::roun:l force's nissjon cas the inportant nne of conduc€i  the 

30-:..i?:::.e sission o : ~  tiie gro;i;lr! a t  Son Tay. 1iri.s rqui red  extensive 

:mini;;:: vith wvry facct o.? the operatio11 cscrcised rare than 170 timos. 

i3.-c:y co::ceinblr: contir:~mcy vas yl'ovidl:d for w:l cxcrciscd. Each nm 

1. .-. 
A.!:::. ;~r..:.i.scl.y :;'iint h i s  tzsk v j ls  under c3ch contiigcl?,cy atd \*.as an cxpert 



ra.+ :;:3 s:?c:rLh t r a r s j t i o n  t o  an a l t e m a t e  plal  a t  the ohjcctive t.c:st.i- ! 
firs ts ;:>i l i t y  of t.he forcc t o  adapt 19 v a ~ y i n g  condjtions. Imovations 

czrr .  i:.k ir, crpiprent ,  procc~ures ,  and t ac t i c s .  The c a p a h i l i ~ y  was i 
I 

J'.\-?sjbd t o  ca ter  c e l l  blocks regardless of degree o secur i ty  or 
' 

ha~:I .>ss  of c o x t n x t i o n .  Might viewing devices Tiem obtained t o  provide 

-- t . . ~ - . . . . ~  .;-. v i s i l i l  it? f o r  the  r o d  block elements. A night f i r i n g  opt ic  was I 
ukei??". frm cc:sercizl sources which vz2; adnp:..;:d t o  tll- wc;qmts imd 

inzre?.;;:? f i r i n g  ci ' ixt iveness threefold. Tho cornmications gear 

2n". prs=s.?!!r;s !:?re special ly adapted t o  provide depsndable cornand am1 

coztr.;: ox the grc!s-.d. Redundancy i n  comunications was considered 

essf.?:ikl ?31 provi2ed. Th? extensive jo in t  t ra in in2 with the  heliwp'cer 

2x3 A-I e l c r m t s  a;s!::.c: a closely kni t  team which tias essznt ia l  t o  

s u ~ i i - e j  :?? e x t r e x l y  effective. 

I -- . ii+ tzsk oT i h  rir e lmznt  was i n f i ~ t c l y  conplex. The overall  

s u r e s s  of t h s  e n t i r e  operation rcas dq~endent on the capabil i ty OF this 
- .  

cl~-...7t cf ti:-: fcrcc t o  p o r h n  iis ass ignal  task. Rxsically, tl12 task 

i-:;zi :. txrsprt  ti13 asszult  f o r m  t o  thc objective area u;idctcctctd, 

py7,L.+. - . . . . L . ~  I: . t 5 ? e  tkors,  t!m rzturn it - mrl hopeful1.y e 1arl:e nu3hi.r of  

- r . .  
.Y,:.,,S - t c  :: ]>lL--71:d rCC9VeIy bzsc. TI12 t o t a l  mission t i m -  from I.r?lmch t a  

r sx .? ry  i.:.~ appo-':in?tcly f i v s  and one-half hours wit11 30 minutes of 

- .  m: cni.:: it; : . h t  ::a; dans bct t:llat could have becn cbne i f  necessary. 

, - . .  J .  :. ..-,- ...- cm,!i t i r w  tin: w?re gcnerntcd i n  h!orth Vjetnm Qring the  

‘.-,:. it :;i:i!ld h x c  Iret;i! possible t o  respond su~cess f i t l ly  t o  mst 

! 



ccllrs+s cf :!ction. In&ed, as lnud, cffofi went into p1anni.n~ ;~nd trainiiiz 

for c-rr-zcies . . ?nd wforeseen circumstances as was cxyended 5.n the planned - 
c c ~ :  Ths flying t-raining began on 20 Auyst 1970 and tenninaied on 

I; :. . ....*.- . : .... 1 9 7  Tie trsining involved unorthodox torinations of IOI-53s, 

- 3 ,  I C- 0 d A -  Innovative . teetics and proccdures were .' 

c!e:.ilr.lel, tesiec?, rs:ins.l, and cq~loyed. Now concLTts were clev,?lop~d 

m 3 1 2 : x  metho& of orclnmcc! delivery wre cleviszd and 

t s t - ~ ? .  "30rt-cut" procedures were u~dertaken a t  my discretion b e c a m  

ti= +.is cor psmiit follcwing accepted rcgnlatory procedures. Jktremely 
. $ 

c l x z  ~.p:.r-ision was c-sercised and a caxplctely safe p m g m  res~lter l .  
7 I . -" 0:-ir 1,COD hours of incirlznt-free flying traininz ccncbcted p r b i r i l y  

. . a t  c::r.t i;?<.-r r,e,?r co?bat cox!itions a t tes t s  to  The highly professional 
. - --.. 

c:.rL .-. -:.:-%- cc??ciovz q p ~ o n c h  of the operations star'E ?n<l a inrcxs .  TI12 

-. 
5 .  1:. I:ii.-l.sioxry actions perforxed by Carrier Task Force 77 vere vi tal  

to  ti:-; - _ ~ 2 1 ?  success of the missio;:. Tile results of this  effort  vere 

5.:-:r.< :;j :'.ry t h 3  cwiy ti12 option of conccntratiq h is  attention t o  our 



7. i.s Cc:c--:n.'-r of thn JCTC, I e v p h a s i i ~ d  the iwortaicc of  a completely 
. . 
.lo::!: .?!id mir ' icd r;p?roach t o  e w r y  facet  of  t h i s  conpiex operation. In 

. . 
2 ,  t h i s  +<:as vic;;rd as essen t i a l  and was ins i s t ed  upon throughout the 

l c  t r a i n i n ~ ,  c ~ l o w n t ,  and report preparation, culminating i n  

a mi<::? jsin: c e r c 2 n y  bolievsd t o  be without precedent during which the 

Sec?i;:-:q- of k h s e  presented decosntiom t o  mcabers o i  the JCTG a t  

;",<: -,.L.,.:, !:nrth Cerclina, on 9 l k c c ~ h e r  1970. - 
8 .  5:::ici!ic ie;so?s l ~ ~ l ~ l d  1.:ere many but alscr, t o  e incjor cxtcnt, 

I .  I t  i s  m l i k e l y  thxt  thc cnviron~~.ent excerienccd i n  North 

I'i2t::z: a?. ?:! ?5rr>x 1370 will cvrr  b:: dup5,catcd. Further, it woulL 

yL-:.:i5~ t3 p y c j ~ = -  L concepts o r  t a c t i c s  precisely t s i lo rcd  t o  t h a t  

s;:-::iric sii:!.?ii.on inyo a different envirommt.  111 general te&, ho:c- 

c\--..,. . , j t  is b-lio?e;l t h t  tllr: kcy n s p x t s  of tk operztion wru: the 

zcr-.. ,-,.rz:c . , - c .L . - - . -F . .  c . = ~ - ~ ~ . . . . X  of enwiy cnpabi l i t i e s  ax'. the i.irngir~niive amalgamtion 

0: -:; .-::.~7.15 Si2tS 0: the a r t  cap;il)iI.itic i n t o  t h ~  iniquc: conccpt enployed. 

F . - ..I . .- ;. .. L.:-: . . . . . :~?r?y t o  this 1:erc tk co:n;uvd arr:mp,nnents t h a t  a l l w c d  the Task 
- 

Cr:.:.;) ti!:. frceh;c,r: t o  d-velop optinizcd co:lcr:pts for the s i tua t ion  a t  hand 

;ins, r.?.?: a;?pro:.ccl by t h z  i.:;itionnl Coma11~1 ~ i ~ t h o r i  ty, vosted i n  CQ'CQ'UC~G 

,. ?, . .... ;i? mt i :x i t ) ,  a::? o;eratj.cn::l control over ; i l l  forces wjth authority 



t o  i:~!?; ::?.I .ixsii.c;.l Z..zi.sio~yr; from 1.atmch t o  rrcwev of the forcc. 

X:is C?:rr.e of cgmand prerogative is cunsidrrecl cssentM for operations 



Tnis rc?crt is stn:ctured in t'nrce parts. Part I is a conden?ecl narmtive 

ri.j?c':.i cn tir.2 q ~ ~ i i o n  fro2 inception to  conplction. P a r t  ?I jncl.ul&s 

cxp.:+~L ~. i :~c.~t : :  on v?.r;o:~ f a c t s  of tht. oprntinn vfiidt art. con:iidered 

t o  be ci i::?.jx signif iccxe.  F x t  I1 is dcsip~ed t o  provide more extensive 

ir.fczxitic::: t o  thsst- ird.i\,itluils or a p c i e s  Iiavin~ intelli$enw or 

cp.;.?.ioi?,sl rx:.;ir,-.;:zts for  this dscnilcd infonintiun. P a r t  IIT i s  a 

c o ~ i k t i c ? .  of ~;:i:c!ns?ve raw &ta such as verbatim k?xt 0 .  ~0~X~oli~,?tiMs 

pp--c'i.2 ---- &!;.!rjn;r tli? oj>5ration, &briefings, f l i ~ l ~ t  plans, d a r t s ,  a d  
' 

c 3 .  o o  Part 111 cs is t s  i n  only one c o p  and t h ~  

l.ol,-:-,~ -;: :i; &;a =st  b~ care3lly researchad 2nd interpreted t o  be of  

--..- val-2. ir.2 iAn1.j 0; COlZATS for  Parts I1 and 111 is includxl as 

. -L-c* -->- - 
.-.,-L:.-i-..--..L 1. 

<, . . ..* - . . .~LS~,k?:! tbt ;+A ree&r csmkc rely on the TABLTZ OF CO>TPATS as n 

. .  . 
p:::~ i3 ?lasi!lz p3r t iox  of this report i n  thz proper ~~~~~~.. 
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A. S!.?.?I??Y. .4 Jo jn t  C..ie£s of S ta f f  (JCS) approved feas ib i l i ty  study 

c o n i k t t 3  d t i r i q  JLG:~ a d  July 1970 concluded that it was possib1.e and 

pro:xseS,r: coi.cqt t o  forcibly rcscue an estimated 50-60 US prisoners of 

mr ('2:;;; kin:: hold ii? a cmp on t h e  outski r ts  of Son Tay, 23 mi.les 

n3rtk.?%t o: I!xoi. 0;1 02 A u g s t  1970, a J o i n t  Cantiqency Task Groq~  

(.!LXl: x::s f m s d  reporting t o  the JCS t o  prepare n p1m;train the  

iorce , z d  c o x l x t  t h  0p:mtion. Planning was completed during th? let 

t,&.c -ms of Au&p.t, and t ra in ing began on 20 hgust  1970 at Eglin I\FB, 

F!ori.'z. Iho Am] e1erer.t j:s b i l l e t e d  a t  Eglin iiwril.ialy Field 3 and 

,...?-< y-.-..+.! .: .d....-.L. of 56 p r i ~ x y  mission troops wit11 an a&li-tioxal 47 al-tcrnate 

3 :  3 1 fit. fir Farce e1cn:cnt inc lu t ld  a50 C-130E, f ive  
. . . . - . , 
1:;- A>, o x  !i:i-3, :;ld fj.3 A - 1  aircrcws d r a w  frojn CONGS and overseas unir:;. 

i:: ni,.:; tic::, txo A 1 7  I.?!. l i l  c r c ~  ;;ere atvached t o  the air e l m e n t .  Air- 

:!ircr-:.:s a:?d t k  ~ ; . s ~ A  force deploy~d t o  0thi.r bas~s in Thailand whsre 

' -. .- :::.rcrzX h,?3 hem pwpnrcd f o r  thc. mission. ?he mission was 

Cp..:.!,. ...-.A-L-.. --.. el::iost sxactly ;is planned, and no losses of aircraft or persome1 

v : ~ c  s9xstnir::d :I; the objective area. 111" WWVs had been 111,ved fmm th" 
- 

S?n Se) ?tiso:! prior t o  th? operation. 140 PZVs were rescued. 



I 
C ( ~ i - p ,  Fort Bragx, >:ori31 C ~ N ~ . ~ I U ,  w i u  :isig.~cd zs i!quty COGG:&*.: o? L:-: 
.- 
I :LA G ~ O I  q. . . 



I 

pr3..-11" 1'&ltS.m;~1. bilck~romcl inhmat ion  primarily obtained Iron cne;iry 

r.. tot11 SR-71 and drone (lmq altittulc) resources wm programed 

t o  5!1::1iii ,?..:rial pl!ot@:;mp!~y of tlic objective, the sttrravldjni: arca, mu1 

tl;: icatn:ive route. Primary eqhas is  was i n i t i a l ly  placed on drone 

c o v s q ;  s s  lar~;o' scale photography was des i~cd  for  verif5,cation and 

paiiti':i: idmLif ic~t ion  of cneny order of battle. 

I 
h e  drmes obtained covsrage of the 

ersa ir71 p-o?;iStd E basis for and verification of high alti tude 

i i k  .'1-c2- cffort  v;ls t-mimtcd on 26 Octoher 197! 

J .  Photo inteqxetation of ~$71 an3 drone &si@ns during th: 

pl2.l-?A;:; s:aw:i -rcv~.i..leEnc major ~h~anges to th3 mi1itar)- inst.allation; 
. . 

till-:;:.*.XI: the 053cctive area. An Early I'hmjng/Grounrl Control I n t e ~ e p t  

s!zd cc?troI. c c x t n r t i o ~  and harvesting operations. No increase o r  

. . s l z ~  f i - s t  icdcp!.o)went of surface-to-air missiles (SAq.  antiaircraft  

a r t i i l c ; ~  (PA:), or  gro;md or z i r  forces vhich \could advelre1.y af&t the 

o-G-.:*' 
,,-A _ I  on ?.:as identi Cicd. 

- 
c. C.:ianp in thz activity lcvel a t  the objective area were 



detected. 

f. Extzmi>.-f: photo derived target materials were provided to 

t k  m.:.>rs, force ~ o l i t s ,  ,and aircriws. 'Illese cansistcd of T O U ~ C  

ch?ck!terr:ir?g p i ~ t  photos, annotated photo lnosaics of the target area, 

o ~ j e ~ 5 v ~  m:1 bridge IX)&~S,  in i t ia l  point (IP) t o  pbjcctive mosaics for 

~ 3 3  k.j' tht C- 133 fo~oniard loo!iing infrared (FUR) operators, detailed 

rcnrtc 2 3  objective c h ~ r i s ,  pad drtailod briefings. Tfre value of this 

P T O ~ E , ~ . .  :;3s verified &iring t h e  operation. 

A l l  

d insured inmediate flox of data to  Tactical Air 

- . .  i .zzi  Ixy: for oprations and operations n a p .  

d 133 U S C ~  on the mission. 

:? Photo Intcqrctcr dcp?oyod to Yokot;a AB,' Japan, 

cchnical Squ~dron) semn days prior to the operation 

~ l i s h  photo iiitcrpotation of SIt-71 photo mconnais- 



Cl.~rri.?.: clc-ctronir ardor of bat t l e ,  air order of battl.e, and missile order 

cf t.:t:le y t rs  obtains2 scl~enth ~ i r : ~ r c e  and transmittccl to TaWil.j. 

RT;,Z! c 29 X3vtz?.kr. 

i 

i g i x l l y  planned to have both SR-71. and drone average 
a 
i 

he qeration. Howeve 0 

*>a&qp*t was dve1op.d for periodic phoa r m h e x  



I ?.cd co i :p~  ~llitd csj~ri.cnrcd j ni ti a1 surprisc thcr! I 
rainc? f0rc.e with smit1.t anrs fire throt~gho~t thc 

! 

rixv external gro~md threat to the operation 1 

f ron what was prc'viously consiciered as t l ~  Son Pay 

d rpprosimately 490 netcrs to thc south of the 

nsta'llation should bc mclassified as a "military 
I 

%o?s a r . 4  parsonriel were encountcd at this location. i 
icd *L?iai thes3 personnel werz oriental, liirgcr 



l ~ d  4,000 to 5,000 reet 

tiaircraft or significant g 

d in the o5jective Rrea. 

A?cSic:: ~ ~ 1 s  t~dcns-,.,~. 

(2) T:13 ?=.a cell  blocks contairml k total of 10 cells, each 

sec::red by a stecl dmr \iiti~ a peephole. Two of thc mils were for eitllor 

! 

of hX.';!lg n Creatcr r.al;ior of prisor~ers. Som were being utilize<! as 3 

I j ~ i n ~  guzrters a ~ d  ot:isrs for storagc. No shacklcs ,- posts, or anchors 

fcr r3s t r z in iq  Zcviccs lierc notccl in  any of the cells or buildings. - 

plots had been startcd in t 

s cetlld accomt for the a ~ p d  

otojirapl~y. ?he overall ap . :  
I 

! 



ti.% 5xili';)- h33 b::m a prison; however, .at the time of assault, i t  Wits 

eitt;r h i n g  r g a i r e d  fo r  reoccupancy or was merely jn carctakr status.  

b. r;l.~ry C r n x - d  Rcactiofi. Post operation analysis did not rweal  
. . ... -. d--tisa:-.i cns:y gmrd force! reactions. The lack of resistonce wi-thin 

tj?, . ., I I c, ,d ~0~2.2.23 is r?ttributcd t o  the shock, caused t ~ y  the i n i t i a l  

a s s a l r .  The p%rson;el engaged in the support area of t h t  camp con;~Ic;r 

oi i h  ?astila trmp exo*.intered a t  t h t  military installation located 

sc-'3 ci: :he I22 i q  PP9 Cmp. (See Pzrt 11, Section C, Special In te l l i -  

. . gfr.:e, for a:!cr:lcnzl &rails .) 

- 
c. A i r  ikfcise Reaction: 

<1) I t  2??=5rs thzt, due t o  t l ~  t ac t ics  ad maneuvers of the 

).'- 135 IX"j,'?.%Z aircrlift aj.J th3 possible ljmitcd delcctirm of the 

S Z T ~ ~ J  F3xe {A- 1"ir C- S O € .  aircraft) by missile radars aftcr reachin: . 
L.C- . A Z U C 1 . .  ... = ,,, .;~iv?, &ere rirs coxGdcrable cmfusioa within the NYN Air lkfcm= 

. %is rs:?-2 have contriburrd t o  the slow reaction of tltc s y s m ,  

ir.lis:ri-.izzte f i r i n g  of S.43, ineffective AA\ fire, and la& of 'airborne 



scale aid sx l l  scale SR-71 ph~ipgr~aphy from two flights on 21 Novenrbcr 
! 

XX. ii- cowrEzs t d w ~  chring late morning showsd consicterable activity 
I ' 

a t  b o 5 ~  d:c: Son Tzy P3;; t q ~  and the military installation located approxi- I 

I 
I 

i-.c.tcfj. -Xil mix-s  to ti.,: srxth. I 

1 
I 

(2) T.>e aft sectioit, two m&n rotor blzdzs, and bumd out i 

\'..-& .-,.,. - I . - - . -~~.  -2 r;crmm%l an:! several 314 ton vehicles were noted on the north/ - 

swth  r o d  east of the o3jective on both flights. S e v e d  pzrsomd and 

2 3 / i  tor: vchicic +:ere a t  the transfom~r station which had been damqed 

by t h z  US gromrl Force. Nmy personnel were n o t 4  b a d  a m i d  the 

~ - i l i t c y  installztior~ math of the camp, with a gmq of about 15-20 at the 

i n i t i a l  l.rt:-l.ing site of K1-53 81. 

(3) Oatside of the i~mcliate  objective area, activity appeared 

n o p a l ,  ?h ci-idmcc of birth interest lcvels could be detected at the W-53 .. 

I~ . r : l icc~?a~ hdding  areas. A class was being c o m ~ u c ~ d  by one- of tltc SW 

(missi1.c loedt.3) a2 tho Mi training. facility 2.7rU south of the 



c:;p.-2.td plwxin2 stxff. hlditional pel sorule1 uwe provided by tire Services 

zn2 t k  Ikferse htclligeizcc i2gcrtcy (DIA). Central Intelli.gm~<r E.pncy 

(Ci..\) 2-3 X~tional  Security Agency (NSA) participation was also obtained. 

convtned i n  t b  Fentagon &ring the week of 10-14 August 1970 and was 

or,7?cixc! xlcng tmclitional Joint Staff lines. With the expanded concept. 

of c:;:%?tions cIe:~elo?ed, in t i le feasibility study as  a basis, outl ims $or 

co:>Letc ?kc. Trzining Y i z z  bsfore ths Operations Plan so that arrang3nentr; 

COXX t;: ~5 a ~ d  fccilitics readied t o  begin trainins on 1 September. 

!!3;5~nr, a ;'.raft of tkr! Qer~t ions  Plan u s  requested by 28 A u g ~ t  1970, 



S;'-.:! s: Qernt iors  Wicg, Pope AFf3, North Carolina. Thr? second GIVE 

a i r c re ;  1i2s drzm fro2 zhe 7th Special Operations Squadron, Ranstein AB, 

C p . - - - . .  --...&.: + e.2 IiC-13C)P (tenkcr) a i rc raf t  c amdcr  from NIRTC trained with 

ti.,? iorce an3 pravidzd night refueling exqxrtise t o  the theater HC-L3OP 

2irC,.-. - :...a. .- Tv:3 L!31I! >,zy aircreis  were providzd by the JFK Center.  

i 
2 .  . Tit: eircraf t used and the i r  sotlrccs can best be discx~ssed 

ii2 T - . .,-- ... a cf training zi-2 operational plmes . The 18-3 and NH-53 helicopters I 

1 

FZ:--.:! 2:; I!(;-130P t d q e r s  used in traininz werc provided by the hRI(i'C at 

1 . H?l icq ter  mcl t d k r  resources used during q l o y . . : ~ n t  m!xe 

prc-:i&.i by SEA rescse m i t s .  Thz 1st Special Operations Wing a t  Eglin 

.kxc:..:iii ;;y F i c i C  9 prc-.-irled A- 1E a i rc raf t  during training while resources 

t:m SC-21 S p c i a l  Qrrztions a t  Ndchon Phanon RTAFB were used during 

I : . --...,,.,- . s o  - . G2e .c~?con\;en.tion&l varf are coilEig-ned C-l30E (02% 

.-. v .  .-. . 
1 ;JL . j nlxrai".iar grxided by Dotnchiznt 2, 1s t Special Qerations W i  ... 
Fcss 4 3 .  5'r.s secox3 C-13OE was a PACU a i rc raf t  which weas withheld fram 

'nchtcr after cozpletion of: a mdification pro,.rl-a~~. TIlesc 

ugho.clt trainins,  dcployed t o  Takhli RTIZFB for thz 
1 

to  ti12 CONUS upon caxj>le?ioa. In addition, one 

t;ss providc?d by TAC t o  a l l a s  Zormatim training to  

k:hi?c thz two COXBAT Tt2MN aircraf t  xere being mdificd 

a? equi p x m t .  In keeping with the origjnal m c c p t  of 

saulr hclicaptcr, two tAf-Ub trew obtairmd fro3 the 

c 2i rcrcft werc used throi~ghout training, anrl one \.:as 

J G G  a ~ d  ur;nd :IS a hackup for the JBI-3. - 

rglin AIiIi, Vlorjda, wa 

2 1412 isolalcd training 







ritcihod to  be t ~ ~ c d  for transtiti ssion oT: mission eqyrps*o\lal 

Co:~rz1icI Autl:~ritjes. In addition, the plal rccjuired 

sa-,tr" .. recor trc and non-secure voice cm~dutications between the 

6 .  !.:z:lical. Screening of rt~dical re -- war; accomplished during the 

ir-tzr.5e.i znd selection of US Amy persornel, A typical profile was 

- .  7.-s-.z , . ,,.. ??. - -6 p1ntmg o t ~ i  the various patient-type mclical situations that . . 

i k s  i&?x! for P 3 h  for recovery medical care and wasion md escape d ~ ~ i w  
I 
I 
t 
i 

i 
r i t y  Staff Section 

i 

ka rzspmsibi1it.y of establishing and mhtnining the 

intclligzncc posture of thz project, Trlr? fixst actin; 

c?~lished tie sscurity of the p l m i n g  p -1p .  P:orZ: are 

itw control eitzblish=d, rcom and area d~ccking pro- 

Y O  insure that classif  icd mtcria?. was s toi-ixl propr ly  
..-:..*-- . . -- :...... . . - - . -, ,. I, .a L ~ : C ? ~ G X  p:,tblishei! outlining personal respon4-ibilitj.c~ mgirrl 

1. Trr? fiexi: effcrrt was clircctcd tcward pl.;mning the szcurity aspects 

~-- . - -+ i~r i .  .d....4a.~.. TRS C~)\-cr and 1)cception Amex was &wl-d and providod . 

2 and clcployment ph:ses, imrl the ~ounicr- 

anizations to  proviclz spzciz~lized assistance 

: x t ian  concerning pc~ssible orgcmized th.rmts to the 

c planning for the secctrity of the Eglin trwia- . 

a Irer the training si.l;c m s  chosm. A 

th? s i t e  was conrlrxtocl. l'cdmicczl sccurit 

node, and mo'ccmnt 



nt al l  training would be centrally a c ~ l i s  

rm ti:$ COXJS. As noted previeasly, the driving 

fact& i n  t>e selcctiojl of Eglin Air Force Base as the t - n i ~  site W;LS 

r dictated that a i  

d froa Eglin Blsin an rt Field; securi 

i72ry range (C-2) aictate p t m d  forces 



b .  Air Force facilities were limited to those bsed at: Eglh  k i n .  
I 

p.-. .:- 7511--7,- ...,'.. ~u.-c-ics area \;as cscellcnt with aircraA parking allocated in 

closc ~roxizii;. to  the naintenance of-fice. Office spw.prwided for both 

5p.r. q r - r z t  i . 0s' . &id nzi&unce Arnctions was adequate. M o m 1  base 
I 

fxi ' l-icics s ~ r h  s hillcting, mcssing, and serriccs proved satisfactory. 

i 
! 

c.  X;-cy facilities liere 3.irnitccl to tltosc on Fic ld  3. Tliesc i 
4 



ed responsibility 

In t f 2  area of aircraft spares, se\*eri~l items not avaiLable through B e  

gixm by AF'LC t o  ths I-EI-53 spare parts situation, 

r operations throughmt the trxining phase. S p p r t  . 

f z r  tk-3 ::<-s_:l 1 tcrs \:.as provided on a t i m l y  basis by Fort Ruckcr 

I> .-..A ?ad 'hit Trainilg. Individ --.-- 
* 

ishod t h m ~ : ~ ~ ?  thz training period i n  

m e  in Pzrt 111, Section E. J0in.t trai 

@f F ' ~ z . z .  I f 1  t~xi IY. (S:e ?art 11, Saction E.) 

h . -- Tcctics aid Teck?io>~er. The 'spzcial tactics and techniques - 
c : .~ loyd  Gi::i~lg the trahing period and the operation were the qloym(3nt 

01 t'x hclicoptcr as a 312 plotfom, techniques for m+ cell search, 

sbccia1S;- ;:clqtcd h?iiii m d  am sigmls, and ths bridge damlition plan. 

. ~- 

A m y  r?qui.pxxi t , is 



!.Iizx z:.dj*s:zents ;;ers m d t  to.conprnsate for cl,angs rlictated by c!xpri- 

a. Spciel Eq;ipser.t kveloazent The early phsses of training 
. - -+*;*.. 

izr2cted a contertcc! e i f ~ r i  to develo? special cquipnent' either designed 

or ;?3.2:=52:! to tkz psf l iculrrr  needs of this mission. separate 

pr:p~-s cozstitutec! m elditional workload on both 
.. - "-..-. . 
c-L, ,, :-.- 33r533tI ZQ:! 5wther coxplicated an already mqlex  flying sci?xlule. 

-- . . 
1 rz::rxg: Y ~ L ~ Y Q C !  Ear aircrews i n  t h c  its6 oE ̂ liie:;a c1.'i:t7iccs was c r i n i m l .  

! -..-. 
t.. ..i Zk,: 5~2233 M:! hir,~)culzrs xsrc tested by C-130E crcws :is an aid to 

. . - ...- '-.. - \-.. :.A-. -.. .d-i.I %- CG;L??_~TS~?~ I;:?; lc! on the  g~wmd i n  their holding areas. , 
.. . i 

(2) ?;:e Q X -  I ZS \1!F jiiiii~r v:as instxllcd for testing on on 
i 
1 

- -  . 
t?.? r- r r.;=t :.:~?;ss GE tl!i:-. systcm agaiiis t KI voicc ~ ~ i i ~ ~ i i i d s .  Aftcr so;i!~ I 

! 
z 2 . r  r ::ce:-facc. proiilc::.i, 1112 systans ws-c certified to be cffcctiw for 

* - - 2 . .  . - . ., . . . 7.: 5 .  I~:;-E: (;l:.':C- 1 ZS jnir.~tfr k i t s  I.;c:~'c yrcp3m<l lor ins- tallation i n  i 
- . i 

L:....:.. . . ?... ;.-I a .  This tactic i~wrccl that one jarmksr would bc i n  the 1 

a r m  n t  all timss. (See i k - t  X I 1  







xisau3.Z veSicle. . Hwever, 

n data confirmed the 

IU-3 for the coqmn ing, This infonnatim, 

s z d  troop carrying capacity, t ~ i n  engine rel izbi l i ty ,  

e r i a l  refueling capd)ili ty making a last minute 

that  the 1.M-3 blz wed in l i e u  of the UH-PILH. 111 

or&r t o  iitsilr~ f lexibi l i ty  and reduidancy, tho UH-lH crews 

co?tii~~sr! t o  rrain es b a d q  for  thc HH-3. 

(5; Sine the najor e n 7  threat t o  p, sumssful helicoiteer 

3 t - .Ez~ -.:i&in zht c c : p ~ . d  wzs ths  guard tcniers a t  e i ther  end of the 

v:nf lc.?.zrtj, tilz teztic of using an IM-53 as a gunship was c6nceiwd. This 

t zc t i c  ::23 c!.-.sipd CO m p n t  the firepoxer of the HI-3 and was incorporatd 

i::?.? ti::; :y:' .~~ic?. ?facile. - 
c. ----- !ar:iuj &~:;r:.l c.,ld crm training. Spzcialized ail~cresr t r i i i n b ~  

0 

h q a  k.::&i2tel;= c;m a r r i v a l  at th2 training base. Training rcquircd t o  

~ ' ? i : j r ~ ' i .  13: 1~:3r:!1339x proce2mes and maneuvers wns minimal bocausc of the 

c.:.:trx.-.:.j. f:i& eeprience and proficiency levcls of rill cm: meatbers 

ri::i;..g for C-1.3% aircrws, special night air-to-grcxmd gunnery trainin;: 

for ::~.:cfi fZ!-53 p m ~ r s ,  and formation training ior  the Army UH-113 crews 

tcr;stirt1t.;d ~ ~ s e  of the  uniquc individual a i r c l w  trajning accomplidter.. 

. Formation training ccmsistcd-of ckveloping 
I 
I 
i 
I 



Ed1 fo.mtic;n flyin2 

i.h niniiatii aircraft 1 mtd nlnmst total radio 

ly, procedures were developed and perfected for loss 

ather penetration, and hostile environment wntin- 

mations was minimal since t h i r  

airspeds :ere mre coqatiblc.  . 

I 
I 
! 

6 .  Joirtt ' p. A s  air  a i d  g m d  elmnts bf the force achieved 
! 

ti-.? cdsircd i c x d  of proficiency i n  acconplishing their individual tasks, ! 

i!::q-ztlox of ths zir md ground forces was started: .The building block 

ccxc-2: oi ir?s!,rin;: thet  eech facet of the operation was mastered beforc 

m:",~:;. on To the a-:ct clsnmt of the problem was the underlying ph&mphy 

tf,.n.. .. - . -... %, ,. t i n i  Joint training began by insertion of ind-ivicbal " . . 
E F - . . 7 ~  ....... elo---,- .., .cds into the 03jactive area on Ra~ge C-2. Thzse insertiois 



prz:%kcs, :'id net  discipline. Rcducccl distcmce radio ncts were? j 
! 

est$disksd t o  inswe that evmy mnber of the ground force could s e t  L p  i 
! 

r . 2  c?sr,l^,e ez& type rr?dio t o  be used. Two problm areas resolved tmx? 

d logistics support for radios. i 

i 

ications ,trair~ins during Phase I1 n : d  out of 

iuz? co:.xtinication.s support of joint wr;?tional . . 
t r a i z h ~  ti: rzzlistic d l s t v l ces  under specific ccaditicns. 

i 
c. Joint c~.z:u?isstions t r a i n h g  &rj.ns Fnase I11 v m  concentraterl 

02 ?lilcin;! z rczlisxic t r ~ f f i c  load on the a s s a ~ l t  force conmutications 

sysZcz &ria2 ful l  d s s i o n  p r ~ f i l e  t i -a iniy.  A continuing ev~ lus t ioa  v a s  

c e 5  oi the ~ 3 1 ~ ~ 1 i ~ i l t i ~ i l ~  system t o  detcnninc i t s  responsiveness cu;cl 

c2fxt ive:2~ss i n  met ing  actual opi-ational rccfuiranents. I ' d 1  

i h t j  j f j . c r l  zn2 rcaolvcfi during Phase 111 training \m-c commd cql 

ra t io  r:?: disriplino and proccdilres , visual signals, an id&itionril 

;it . ... F..: ,a. -3r. rndio net, z~z?d uti l izat ion of ncw mission raclio equipment cluring 

ft:l? ::issicn profi le  t minin:,. 

ti. Joint co::.~iicntions training d u r i q  1)hsc I V  was dimcte 

t.-..:- J . S . U  ,--7 dz?;iilcd rcfir.-.znnt of the assault forcc conmnicatiols s)stcm t.o 

s?::7,?ort not oxly the Insic plan but also four d t ~ r n i t c  plans. fdjustments 

co::t ir:acd to ba titack ii.1 net s tnic ture , quip~tmlt  c l is t r ib~t ion , and config- 

rclation t o  assault forcc missjoil rquircmmts. Problcn areas 



raclio net, prcparatiolr of dcl-rr i l  ccl ctw!mli.cation 

f iml equipmat checks, ;11:t1 dcvelqmenl of jiitcrilnl 

rds for inclusion i n  Ground 1:orcc SC)I. The princ ip l  
i 

P h s e  I\' trai~ing was in accor,~)lisl~ing final xcf ine- 

nnications plan and rchoms.irtg tlic ccormrunications i 
e<j' .-....&. ,,a. ' 

. 3 ~ . . . ~ . . ~ >  rq~ire'1 i n  execution of the £ow altcmate plms.  The actus1 I i 
gr:.:r-::? forre r-:i:sion S31 was prepared dircc.tly Esm ths Phase IV Groincl 

C r - - . - .  -. - - . .. . .. .. 7.1: ~ : i i ,  ::t'ter in- thea ter coordination, was i.~plefisntsd with ninimi: 

='$ : - , -.--.- . I1-x ~ 2 1 ~ 9  cf c;nc documnt such as a Ground Force SO1 or a comvnica- 

tic. :s T -'- !: A. -*... 2,. A ,o p i &  mrl direct joint conmlications training was rep?atcc?ly 

--,.JL .-:-5 ?-;I +>.a fiCl< ...- ...- ..-.. . -..- , E r s t  aid, and kediral psychology. Amng specific 

:c.t::.2. XI1 ir13ivi.:?~;?'ls \&rc jnstnlctod on mli~utrition and the effects of 



siblc  after c p s s .  
, 

prqos it ionti! cue helicoj~tcrs an3 at the s t & q  hospital. 

testing was t o  be accomplished rt the recovery 

hospital at  U8om RTIWB. 

tml start of training signaled the most critical. 

sf-CT)'. Esrly mrning reasures to detect the p o s s i b i l i t b  of disclosures 

of cqior.a;s zctivities ware initiated ar,d continual monitoring of personnel 

bath c2r in~  a d  after &ty hosrs, provided a constant r&&r t o  proj&ct 

. . 
.*.i>>iCX ?,??! F. \" "-- ----.--- i '  the tim the JCi'G was folxcd or~ 8, Au0rru~L: 1970, JCS 

?-qy,r,~:-i:.J . . cr:ly C::tallcd plw:::ing and training. C@UC:lG was imtructecl t o  

d approval pendin:, coordimtion wit311 higher aud~ority 



(.. C 

br.ieft+d tl-JC Sp;?cial k s i s t a n t  t o  the 

. Sxurity AICfnirs on 8 October 1970, md it m s  

2ntz-~!i:ec! rhzt peration should be delayed unt i l  November. On 

27 O:'ickr 1970, Oiaima~,  JCS, approved t he  dep1o)mnt: of the in-theatcr 

coxdi::ntiio;i s ta f f  s tar t ing on 1 h'over4.m- ;md clqi!.oy,scnt of the Task Group 

ccr.bncFng 10 ?io*;e~bsr. Final approval for  the operation was transmitted 

r'ra J G  to CCI.:JCi(; via RED ROCliET nlessage on 18 h'r~~eaber 1970. 

G . 'i?EY-ER 

1. Pcaclwarters Briefings. Duriw thz period 2-7 hW&r 1970, 

det nilrrri brief i ~ g s  oil the operation were presentetl to CINCPAC, cIx.BBiW, 

Cc-zqk Sxs~^Lh Air Force, and Corimander Carrier Task rarce 77 by the 
. 
! 

! 
C C Z . ~ C  t a-76 lkjxr?ty Cc~.~;llmder, Join2 Contingency. Task Group. . The Joint 

OT;~;  to CCZ:?L~?~~S, Ikput)' COiTii;lij,1&rs, - .  zqd Chiefs of Staff. 

2. ----..-- f r:cj.l it5 os ;nd Force Gznerr? tion. Theater fac i l i t i es  311d :O~CC' 

2 ~ ~ ~ i r . r i ~ n  ~ a s  a c ~ ~ i . ~ l . i ~ i i e d  exactly as p l m e d .  S t a r t i y  011 5 Xoi~&)i+r 1970 

J C X  :;-, -:f! of f i re rs  visited each d n g  , squadron, or f;lcil.ity ~omi!m:id~r 

q.C-..,"*: - ,m. ,......-, . ,-.., thc o p r a t i o n  end dzli\lcrcd l e t t e r s  of instrucli@n Con 

ti:? irtfor.ztio3 ncccssary for the c o ~ d e r s  t o  perfom their ass 

e..*-L:c>r.- . . S a l o r  of Zicers a t  Seventh A i r  Force established tla 

iiccrs prior t o  the i r  v i s i t s  and rill mlmandcrs 

C-fh,.-;' -" 
.-.*a . Z - - > L I C  i5ded requcfted support. To a t t rac t  as l i t t l e  intcres 

G s ta f f  elected t o  rely on scheduled nnd s p e  - avail  

I-..:: vis i t s .  This proved t o  I* vcry tile consuming md 

to! !r cor.;7c;ctio!rs madc pssU)l.c tix? coapletion of 

t dedicated sir1 ?.sdu'lc. It i s  consider 3 

i 
i 

qed, c lcctr  ical 



m5 force was 

ired to test Y I ~  

r Control Center-Nor th !kcto 



r 2nd the TACC-NS prior to tla opera- 

t lo-::?l .::.llssio 

p.,,. ,; --.&*-- .... . .-,,...-.. . .-= e x ?  tm-e c3ntinuously avzilablc in the event of a cii-cuit 

CC," "- '-.' ..A. - .: .. r:c.cossar); to aeiivatc and operate a Casualty Staging Ifnit. . 
rotectins the security oE tlle operation itrposed sore 

b?.k fc.r ti-,% f i x 1  1au::ch Ihged upon t i ~ c ~ l y  clnrsi.ficd wmtller data. 

I t  :..rz:j i zp ra t ivc  that this data bc avililahlc to (XiZlfCfG and his staff. 
- 

4.5: :'*.::r:ti:rr Szwice, thrcugh :h!ilitaly Airlift Camnrmd, imposes its 6.m 

23 relcasc nutliority for itcccss to its classified 

a pro?)len for coodinat irq; close hold,. low 

lnitinl access to classified weather data was 



mi ttcd Plilitary Airlift Cornmanil snd Air Ikather 

e pr&len of access was so3.vcd by a personal. 
0 

ctor of Operations, Meadcpxtcrs USAF, to the 

Vice Co-mder, Seventh Air Force. There \*re no cmntnications at 

TL&li KJ'.S3 to htidle clnsqif ied weather data nor a satre voice 

circuit %r mccssar). 2iscussion. To accomdate this prohlem, a 

s p x i a l  tiiiclzssi?iic?d cock was developed fox unclassified cornmicalion, 

c? less ' i h ~ i ~  dasirable, but acceptable, substitute for the full. data. 

r Group, Seventh Air Force provided excellent 

t Asia Veather Center focused its efforts on 

$ 2 ~ .  issuing special forecasts oil 17 Nowbar with 



cis.' - - -1 - it arrm2~::ects. He visi.rcc1 fleaclquai-ters bI4C 'and disu~sscd the 

.. . . p:...:. :?,-*,~y- . ---:-.c-. . -. 3 LIXF 23 t h i s  w o ~ ~ l d  crcate 3ess question within h i s  s t a E E ,  

a: t't-.. --- - -..,;.;:: ?:.; :i25 v i l l i n g  t o  sat i s fy  th2 rquircment OD his crm authority. 

. . :)r::'.:-ra?c of O;?nmiims, Ajrl ift L)j.vision. Thc nzssage was-coordinated 

. .: ..; ..- : . , t ::.:: JCiG zald 1)ircctors  of Iktdpt i d  Transport~tic~n before release. 

ion of Eimr travel.cd to MAC to ccxmplete f ina l  

s. Korkin:: from the lrttcst tq~clatc of lo3d lists and 



r! *B on 10 

wher 1970. M C  C-141s were scheduled for &eartun? 

c i t h  twr, scheduled on 16 Novafiber: Aircraft arrived 

urc dciring hours of darkness. Loads wro prepositioned 

g coql.etei1 su3stantially on scheilule. bfinor departure 1 
! 

loading wd maintenaxe difcitt m& up i 
I 

ng deployur,er~ t , . i 

, r e p i ,  and ir~vest 

t&lis?~ed and nainia 

to  insure that a1 

r.g c1;rssificd i n  

Tddili) . (See scheclu 



- ( 2  Fol!o:*.ing w mevelitful bit long and tiring flip,ht, th6 

aCsizci.d psrty. A real  as fed ta those vho wished it. The mmindzr of 

tha: x m i n g  tias spent resting 'and recovering f~om t 1 ~  fl ight.  As part o f  

r:o insignia 01 ran!.? nor 1IS Army identification was worn 
I 
I 
I 
! 

(a) A t  1400 hours, the US Anny and t& Air Forco opara- 
i 

tisxl zcr!  sqport p~rsr~nnel were assenbled i n  ths base theater for a 

joizt zsra t ional  briefing. The c?ir plan w s  covered by Gsneml M-mr ma 
i ..--.-. L . .  . .  ,,.. -,. ,., .I 1 by C o o  S h .  Upon adjouri~mnt of the b r i e f i q ,  the 

;;It:-. lea&rs, s t q p r t  persome1 , and Anny s t a Z  rb.mbers werc brided on 

t:: r*:f":t:.A!li- af cvents :or the next three dqs. 

(h) For security rcnsonc, the exact gougraphical 

lc=a:lx i ~ d  the n a 2  or' th2 yr&on c q  werc witWle1.d fm s ~ d x r s  of 

2 h  ~;-i)'-rd furcc who hc3 cot participtcd in planning. This pn?c.mtion 

m.5 iatcxkci to sup7r-zss leaks of highly sensitive inSomtion that right 

onni i t c w ,  indiviclrtnl webbing, e q u l p n t ,  

lrt.2 i n  individual billets. 111 

of ?)eing chccl; 

cl tal-tc until norw th2 following day. 



o schedule for 

transported i.n lwilk to  the billets front the rr\lpply 

i s  i s .  (Sez Tart 11, Sectioa 1 .) Later, R search and rescuc ~SAR) 

i 
ct?. f i d m t e  that e a d ~  st span muld faction proprly . \Ve;ips clcanhg 

I 
! 

period ::as r:cdif ied t~ s i q ~ l y  n m ~ ~ i n g  a. patch tln-oq$ the bore. Daring 
! 

thi:, F:I-iod, t l ~  J r ~ o l  itions chm-ges * xem cl~ccXcd and repacked. Initj  st i  n 

devices w r e  ccqIezc2 m d  checked. An evasion md escape (E@) briefing 
I 

. .., ,,s gira t o  tb grca2 force by a CAS exployce. Thc briefing covered Laos 

only. Plastic Et& 1x2s aid  blood chits sere p~uvided. 

1 M nom on 20 Koxnber 1970, the launch order had 

d to the &und fokc .  0x1 'thc premise tlmt the hcox?=r 

ing p i l l s  liere issual as r&quiwil and =st was ! 
I 

ro;n l3O@ To 1700 for a l l  membcrs. Durina the rost perioddf 

rdor xas received. Following chow, the force was assecbled in 

I 

zers \:mt cp) and spc 



on of individual equipment fd.lo'nli11g previously 

prepared d\x!il.is ical preparations included pinning insignia 05 

flaginy, skin surfaces. The atmosphere was one 

o.E car-cfuily co excitxmsent . s ips  of crpprcitellsion wrc 

n f i k n t  am3 surc oE success. Perhaps this had 

i ts  rrxt:.~ in i 

iTc3 kl :wh:  ci:l-'s jo5 ;?XI l u V ~  confidcncc in otlicrs howin2 their jobs 

e 2 1 .  Jhr iq  the 1 s t  10 mimtes of the psiod, marshalling 

11rii.ii:lgs i.zro g i v ~  50. the staging area at  Tal&i. 1TMFB ~d for the 

1 , I !  A .  Tnc: trosps wre moved to  the C-130 transport 

sixmi'. k: c l ~ , . ; d  ~ 2 2 .  ,fit appmxkatelj. 2225, folloiiing an unzienthl 

fllzht,  ti:^ ioiW clebarknd 22 &lorn RTli1:E and tiem led by guides t.0 t k  

miclng ess~mlt aircra f i. Platoon lcaders cbcked assip& r ircrakt and 

los:!cd q l r c  i m i t i o n  for the return flight. POW medical supplies hzd 

ndcd minor chrulgcs , clarif icd procccluros , and finalized 

On 0-1, briefings were prewntd which covered 



nck covcriilg cad: aircrnit's po 

inal weather and latest. hintclSJf: 

ontents of a l l  



2 hocrs of clar 

t riquirec! t o  c a w  

i? resourcc~. The Navy called for a total of 

23iC in  its area of 

eh?e weather \;as a itmd 

.. - : . .,-=:.-J?. :-id, 23 ~ : . ~ r c t c 2 ,  pmved t o  be one of the most diff icult  decisions 

15 ?3 -5' irb3~e tl% czstern horizon t:rs desired to  aid navigation, reduce 

cktr.rtia:, m d  prwido ~6equate l ight  for the ground forces. could be ! 

~ ~ ~ 3 = t . ~ r i  t~x!::~ i~:stru:tnt conditions hut after joinup the* had to  be good . i 
i 

:; :it fl ight levz1 vith an adequate open l.aycr between 5,000 and , 

it the force t o  proceed safely. For refueling, only 

bs tolcratccl. LJpn reaching the Red River Valley, - 
rc than scarrered low and Rliddlo clouds 10 pennit moon 

s ;LXI r i ~ c r s ,  no twre than scattered clouds below 3,500 

Yisibi l i t ies  lad to be 

ib i l i  tics good, ccil 



based t.pon c l i m t i c  nons,  m v d  into thc area 

. Cold surges of zir  from Korth Asia were far . 

equsnt t h  ordinary for autimn. ' Ihe last typhoon 

~a a cold air surge froin China blmketing North Vie 

so2 Patsy at middey 18th was moving tlmugh 

by evening on aturday, the 21st - 
targeted. A cold iront was e o enter the Red 

the 22nd, with at least £0 

ov. Korth Vietna.. and Lnos were still covcred wit 

hz ~ 3 r r . i ~ ~  of the 19th but m inchce0 high presstm ridge with dry 
, 

air fro:n (hifin v::.os forecast to i o n  b~t l iem the typhoon w i n g  rest %and i 
thc cold froat 1:9:.i?g south. 13y la te  afternoon of the 19th. them good 

i 
i 

cvi:':nncc rhnr thj s riCzc was building as forecast, wit31 clearing in  south- 

cas: Chins bsgirming t o  extend into Korth Vict~ml. . 

c Cu::xiw3er's dccisio he weather 

ativo to mate 



nrd flew watfiw rc?con~:iiss:mce across north J L ! ~  

! 
louds over high muntain areas, p o d  visibilities, and 

thc Red River Yallcy, l i t t le  clott%ness was exptx:ted 
i 

that forecasz. 

ntirritiilg to 

he mission on 





A p t  g c l ~ s ~ u ~ u p  ue .~  gZi,-2~ uxol?n na; 



. Becwse of an 

mation, tlre f 

 in^^. The sccond take led to ths rear of the 

c any difficulties. Mtar th first tenkcr 

ar.s\c8:t4i lcad of tla helicopters, the formtion proceeJc(1 rrccordiq to 

P l i $ i  plan. 

(2) F-4 (!W CAP). The 452d Tactical H O C & ~ S ~ O  )ii= 

at &?mi Rr.'r\Fn was tsskd to provide eight primmy mission and t w ~  air'mrnz 
**. 

sp:m F-4U aircraft as NIG CAP $or the Tsk Group. Ilk .first four aircraft 

too!: iZf at 1818-18192. The balance of the aircraft became airborns as 

F-IOSG 2s SkS/2\.24 sq~rcss.ion aircraft. O m  aircraft g r f ~ d  abort& and 

tlrr: a i r z r c ~  c 1 1 ~ ~  to  tl~s spare aircraft. Ihe first faur aircraft took .. 
of: i n  f l ig l~ t s  ol: twa; th3 first flizht at 17452. follwckl by the ncxt 

1 ntcr. I 

i 

mc on 

FIcpzrtcd 
! .c 

ix haws prior to  11-lbtt 

rcraft. A lscktp 



ti1 relc'ued. 

06 follming page.) 
. - . j . 

. * - - 
. i 

5 .  The Asscult C-130E regained 10s t time by flying ! 

11ighr thm ;>Ism psed and shrtening the route 'bf eliminating h g -  

for just such a situation. Thz aircraft 
! 

crs.;s.-3 mer If.?;)rn RLLF3 eight minutes behind f l ight  plan time. Tb . 'i 
i 

;i~:;.i ::r:tt inri p i n t  (OX ni.n~ltc aad 45 se'conds from tile objective) one - . . ,-. ;,.-< .: . .. ,tl F~5i;xI  flight; rjlen tinte. 

(2) HI-3/53. Aftcr takcoff and just as the helicapter joinLp 

w:; b?jx: i inalizcd,  an uqidzntificd aircraft passed through th% £om&-ion 

o ! ~  a r r t c ipca l  heeding causing de fonration to disperse. An imridiatc 

r levcl off a t  flight plSm altitude, the formation 

of s o x  clouds. A11 helicopters had intennittent 

















I 

4 fiC-130? remained at Point 3 wh' 

(:.!iG C W ) .  A l l  aircraft refi 

rsfr!zlii?:! track oa sct..ec!ttle, Tile f irst  flight arrived a t  its holding area 
. . 

ed on the Lunon 

ccz?leted refueling cn sdm.k~lc. 

ur-~inutc intervals es t o  arrivc in 

d:.;off delay be encomtcrz?J. This pad allow3 the 

tcw EC-lZ1T aircraEt prime 

11 ccpjpmnt was ckcked an<l f a d  aperational. &on 

dzscenclzd to  1,000 fcet t o  avoid 

ne) sincc it was impossible to climb t o  

2 (10,000 feet), the aircraft abort& the mission and 

. T k  hnckup aircraft climb& to i t s  operating a l t i t u b  

ant? cntcrcd orhi t over th3 Gulf of Tonkin at 18332. A t  .this time it I+&% 

noted that thc APX-83 d ~ s i g n e d  to xcceive friendly IFF/SIE: was not receiving ! 

rcturxs a t  cstcndcd rilnges. A spare unit was installed with negative 

er systezts were oparaii 

- 



. Ikfilcling of f i  

(1) The .kszult Fomation arrived at the start clinib point 

~ibove gmmd level (ACL). Thz i 

lead C-130Z trz~xitterl  a heading of 072 degrees and pulled trp and may I 
f r m  th; hslicop+ors. This heading was five dqyees left of flight pPa 1 

! 
(077) to c?ccar~.o&tc fcxr degrees right drif tand a clis?lxcre;~t 05 150 

crxrse a2 the start climb point. 
I 
i 

irst ?md second I%-5 tEi-3 s l m ~ ~ d  to 80 

7 . .  -fiz ti1 3 slow0 t c  90 lrnots 

,590 feet to per 

aircrcft i n  the ti!$ flares dropped b 

(3) 135 flares c\mppecl' by 

t h t  ~:)ject ivc and l X i - j 3 ~  nrmhers four and five fmn  their higher altihr 

o%semcc! i4i-53 nu;.ers *,io and thrce and the Htl-3 p r o d i n g  to the rigkt 

of cairsz. Since t he  f lrrres weir? satisfactory, ntmiers four snd five 
I 

Cing area on islands 

tkird HI-53 arrived 

ridit of the inbound 

i:nx hut recognize 





mti proceeded ta the correct objective. Tihi$ 

s t  I-L4-53 folloxed 1312 tM-3 atnd, due to concentra- 

failed to see the EM-3 d q a k  .Br the correc 

o take buildings mdrr fire 2nd l a d  in 

md prozcedsd t o  t l~c  corre6t objective. 

~ 2 s  not at the o5jective, nuiiber two nqtified tl 

o x ,  was being irplcriientcd. Iurrber two then 

m e ' s  trrrgzts i~n.'cr f ire rmd landed on thc.prq~or 

eX5arking the Amy tro er two proccew 

M e ,  the First 1H-5 

t inciilcitt an? .ti!= 



s:)on or; the tmcq carrying helicoyters cleared th 

. . 

r sectims. An overall descrip 

(a) Thz g~-o i~ ld  force of 56 US Amy afficcrs and mn w s  

to t::!: t a rgc t  hrri qqrosimately 400 rxters south of the target ai-ca. Tha 

pilats of tJi2 iEI-3 a.?d the third IEl-53 recognized the approach error and 

recwcrcd sufficiently to entcr the target ama as p l m e d  with m i n i m  ' 
i 

dday.  ?hs pilot  of the f irs t  E1-53, not realizing the approach error, 

insartod 2nd ddx:rLd t h c  Support Groip south of tlis target: area. The 

d IN-53 did a 360 dcgrce turn to malign his appmach 

31-3. Recqnizing that tile first HI-53 was absent front i 

tke p?smc.c! fs:=aticin, the p i lo t  of the sccond MI-53 execuM his poxtion 

ting his left mini- 

















) H+S to 11+9-1/2 Minutes. Th 

5:ulty. Upn insertion at th 

~ s t i t u t e d  without extensive 

j 
f 

: 

I 



str:& tkc bridge nclrth oE t t ~ c  t q e t  rrtca. 'l'hc 1M-53 landed 

cs 50 sccorrds and onloadd the Cornand Group (n6nus Elcmnt 3, 

r.g Arcs Csntl-01 Off iccr @IACXl) , and Pathfinders) mcl bsault  

Ele::~-ii*s I., 2 ,  and 3. A I X O  cowit of 26 aboard the first IM-53 was passtd 
, .  

to :;'il?root. I 

21-1/2 to H+23-1/2 bfinutes. TI 

s. Tie Support Group 

diwcted <lcn;olition 

27 1-fimtcs und Follo..~ing. Final  extraction aqas 

i M-SS m d  Wildroot xyortcd, "Coturt 33, come 
. 

CGX: c," to ti..? fz co!mmcter. The total force of =4/US4F penomel 

er thigh. Key personnel. were 

sion of 31:: Coninand C;r 

Iielicoptcrs. (Ssc 







2 and cleared the p c r  station. 

I. fro31 .h.;o hTV1\ armed with f.1-1 ~rrbines. This 

threat u s  e l  y f ire  fm t b  e lcent .  Security Elemnt 3 mvdc1 

mtcrs tmiald its objective, thc canal and river ~p?m.:izahLd-y 60 

ji.-. ..., -- L. , ?.? ., v:!m i t  received v:ord verbally .frc)in tk:? Cc;;~?.icnd G r o q  that 

to  thz mq$mess of the terrain, 

was ;I s1.i gilt delay before the 

assault. its urea of resptssibility. 

E:: r,li,.,-t~': M!S in  p i t i o n  ~03th of building 75 atqpraximutely H i 5  ' 

! 
t;-:> 21:,, - . .me .... firs cd th2 smdl building vest  of 8F and then 8F. %I:: 

: 
5.~21:' i::~;!.~!.;--y: r. zned clucks, md buildin: W was empty. Approaching 

i 

killed two hnJA running 'clrrcw~!l th2 courtyard, 011% 

ord (wrbally) that Y i a n  G;.wc.?n was ia cffcct. OIiz 

I decent  moved twanl the pmp station while the othcr 

coxrctte pcwer I.:itlc pale.  PI!: lWhfincler, nroving townrd 

t?x pmii  station, the Pathtindcr threw one concussion 



noticed an klrl-53 iabou 

H+9-1/2 to 1b20-1/2 hiinutes. The C0r-d Group 

13 up until the Suppprt G m p  reached its position 

ic Pla~. After pizssing this information t o  its 

G Elemnt received word by radio f%bn thz Pathfinckr 



. ; ~ ~ t s  of thc 

C l c . . m ' i  .; ri.:cr! p.vccadei! to pull lnck t:, ~ h z  Co:r)m~;rnJ. Group's location. 
- 
i r.-:i C ~ ~ I C ' :  C r r q  had E l w ~ n t  3 rt:vcrt t o  thr? Basic Plan at this tim. 

3. nnd bepn  its dcsccnt: i n  



I to IltS Minutes, 

ility, cleared buil 

o prisoners, pl.awd on 

' x4 ' hole was blown) , 

















C-...- --- 
I MDst of d r  ~hihrj.1;; htu~dtes uere 
/ 

ring" sjgnals because of the ~ac t i c s  used by 

cf t3:- :.LTLT?.?Z, t h  p i h t  ~ ~ ; l l c S  over and Gescended t.o ~ . p f s ~ X b t e l y  

. - 5 ,  C . . 1:?r3> tb.;: t.:m ais!;i.les arc'r:-xI ikr.m f.01 la.\tb:g t h ~  aircraft, 

cl.2 r~ili.:? ;-sd? hit? piGIout. first SX4 pnrsccl O V C ~  tll~ drc-rdt  a d  

,3 -*a- .. +. m?-??:! !;--.:C-xd 

i.:<;':-..' :..:-; 33lr.; 

C1-y,5.; f t . . L - . ~  i b~ A A,A (;*..: of fire i n  the  sky and d c t ~ ~ t r d  a r k  aftchu-mzr 

c<::ic;, .-. c!i: 13 all. Tnz l e f t  wing av.1 side o LC the aircraft 

y.,-...,. 7,-.J.  rjt . : -  J .  ,"or 12 to 15 S C C O ~ ~ ~ S  p11d then the fire mn"c 011t. l k  

2: x r &  contir:*~:-.d to c,pyr&te nnmally :nd c2rzsscd thz urca ui1:hout 

i% aircraft continued i r t  the arc 

rcraft was leaking mre fuel tiu 



















tcd with th3 UJom P;rAFlt SAR Cbte 







EOI md radar beacon ~ R ~ S S  

4 

was responsible t o  CINCPAC for 

to mintain operational con 

2 titsir &ployrer:t co Tit.kbli I6.4f.43. A t  H-5, he assued o p a t i o  

o; a tgpn t i ng  thentcr iorccs.. 
... 

1). Nission control  and coordination of the Tzsk G m q  J:rring thz 

i r : . : ~ ; . ; ,  objective are&, and egress operatious were ccntrdi7sd with 





t&ri::..: t3 t.5 Zmces. Also, CTF-77 was advised &cit no authorization had 

~cL.: gr:,-i.;ec? ljiT Iti&-ft: au~chr i t y  for the Navy f o m s  t o  'drop boinbs. 

.:.3, j.t :!as rcxq~n'izcc? that cxtedtte, use of G L * P ~  
I 

93-.i r:c>Sd iritcrferc wjdl n~ri:in2, gsb.u~d ~ O T C ~  

.. . . 

trsnmissj.ons to an absolctc rn;hbm~l~ &?less an 

?%is pt~c:echm accottitts for the ni.nip:~.q m'iST5er 



?'- . . .f :.i.--3 -.-i;: C-141 oa D+3 m d  closed at E g l b  AFl3 at 08002 on 24 EJove~hr 1970. 

X.:, si~zI&xim^L pra5lt?1;.s v:ere encouritcred on the redep1opmZ of the JCTG. 

t:?t::cr i..e?icc3"--- - -.-; mi! A-1E crc?:::; to tkir hm.j bases ai-1~1 to  E C U . ~  r;::wiv,ll 

c? i-yci21 eqi!ii.,:t.e~.'i t o  the~teer \mi"L. Survival ecpiF'3nt fncludd vests, 

v~,: I ----:., ; -.. L..~.~~::.,, .el-.,-. -. CE? p.r:..ch-rtcr; \.;!lici> h36 been pm\rjdsd by opr:ttiot~nf. mits 















lbt ~f ~edic ir l  supplies wcrc procured for the corid~ct 
4 

each evacuation hclf coptcr wns placed: . : 

K- j Xndi c d  %it 3 

2. ?rr-aositi=ln?d zt the  Bgse Hospital, Ut30ma Thailcnd,. for iI?mec?iatc . - 

fic;..;rt:, dtr.:tivzt.'ccd upon return of the first hclicoptcr. 







L,L.t s z ~ r i t y  s t a t=  of th3 project and i n  rccc~n~cncli~~g i~npm:rc:d security 

s e z s i r s  t o  the WWCTG. Ceekly training schedules \u;?rc devclopd 
4 ' 

. ;;i<cFn S t  context of rraxkxn operations sccurity . Specific trcti9n.s were 

t P r n  to r.ziritain the s e w i t y  of JCTG training by nmitoring ad-analyzing 

-n -<ron _I.-: --.-..: bie l l igcnca  in fona t ion  and by the application of proapt 'corrective 
. . 

2c:lo:s :\i..cr: required. Cotintcrintelligencc psyckological o p ~ ~ z t i o n s  

u'.,ilizLq m r s ,  t incly disclosures of fa lse  'and/or misle~ding infomation, 

d=cqti-.-t Zxuztnts, photographs, y p s ,  charts and diagrams uerc con2uctcll 

t o  L?scre zht security of t?!e training. 

. . 
tic= C S C ~ C S , ~ ~  to  c p c r a t i q  personnel through the use of cover s to r i c s  . 

d t q t i o n  so tha t  r&s ion krowl&c was systernatically dweloprd. 
I 

~ ~ . i ~  -*.-.--: L - U & , ~ ~ X  contribute3 significantly t o  security ;urJ i n t e g r i ~  
- .  

. k';?i?~ :A-taining high m r a l e  within-the force. 

e. Ci! 2 Septc~ber  1970, the Security Staff Section Oiscovercd tirc 

ycssi.5ill~:: of a signifiscmt unauthorized disclosure of clrrssi f icd  

ir.f=r.r:icn by a fom;lzr runrbar of the feasibi l i ty stttdy group ard. tha 

S c ~ r l t y  Sccticn t:as dirccted t o  conduct a preliminary 8Ctnirti~t.r;~ti.v~ 

i r + i ~  tikich xzs conclad~d on 21 Septclrier 1970. 1)ur;ing this period, 

pcr~c?-.o! suspxtcd of being recipients of tlic infomation tx!re locatcd 
. . 

it?? a; dzzamined t o  bc highly responsihlc military personnel with Top 

9:~: c2csrzl~cc3. ?hrouyfl cl.iscrect e l ic i ta t ion ,  thcy r.JErc queried a 



b. Once 2ctud training began, pionned early warning rr,nasurcs 
. . 

f ~ r  r+certainins mauthorizcd disc1 osures and possible cspionase act ivi  3,; es ' 

xmc in i t ia ted .  They consistcci of thz eqloynent of unwitting infomzt~its, 

systc;;.atic elicitation of civil  pcpulation nnd military persoinel, monitor- 

nexs zzdia, malys is  of intelligence r cpocs ,  and screening of c i v i l i m  ' 

l&sr a?, *mdors. Linited comtcrintellig.sencc sipport was obtiiincd 

thmujt:? liaison l d t h  OSI , USA comterintclligence orgmizstions , Securiq 

Police, 2;7d local c iv i l ian  authorities.  Zxrcnsivc cover dcccption 

teasers  were wed in the zctufl construction of 'the rack-up of tlw 1'34 

c z q .  IWls of buildifizs Kcre simulated by the use of p.m& of tnrgct  

. - cioth stre:c!sd beaceen upright poles.. .Trees were s i m l a t c d  by tell polcs 
I 

@ with p m m ~ t s  a t t a c k d .  Som buildings were outlincd in # two dilnzl sS o x  

, by. stake; and ram.+ tape. Oi ly  p ~ r t i o n s  of the thrc? prison raUs w r c  . - 
trccted, a@n by using panels of target cloth strc tchcd betwe2 up?-ight 

~ 9 1 ~ : .  Tnt f ie ld  training s i t c  containing the  prison m c k - ~ ~ p  tms cl cared 

by ths Srxr i t ) .  Guard pr ior  t o  tach training period and the area sec~lrcd 

. fm outsidz growd o b s c m t i o n  continually tjuring use. The Securiry Staff 

Section con&cted systcmtic and p z r i a d i ~  sumys of the fic:td training 

s i t c  cs ~ 1 1  as a l l  other mr!:ing arcas and locations f o r  adl~crence t o  

sscitrity tcq~iircrents  #and regulations as v e l l  as t o  ascertai.n security by 

C. MI operations, ground ;mJ air, werc obscrt.ccl ly thc Opratiors 

Stcttriry Oificor to  cletmninc i £ significant i n t c l l i p n c c  was being rcvcald 

t!m r.mrur i n  thich training ws being akcmapl islrcd. Patterns of ground .'I 

act iriip, ni rcra lr f l i g h t  wni,osit ion aid ti:ctic:j, as ~ 1 1  as grotind-to- 
' 

g m n d  , grxct:I-:o-nir, mid air- to-a i r  crro:~nutications WCIX nmitorcd and 



t o  bill=: a d  brief o?erztional personiiel. 

4 . k ~ l o y z c n  t : 

z. In the per id  Lm2iately preceding aid during dqlo)zent,  the 

Sez~r i ry  E:af i Section her-ased their  security and uxm~er in te l l  i p x e  

raG-r;.j ;?d psy&olsgic=l oprations . A cre2ible cover S t w  was 

&=yslc;?d t o  &ojr fie force roving to  Horton NB for  all &~nr.cd PhWc of 
- 

+i1: -.* - A&; ;raining, testing, e d ~ t i o n .  l h i s  cover s t o v  WS uti l ized 

ts p;rv?r.t espionhge o r  sabotage from interfering with the nr:rw~d oE 

t k  .iq;tc ;o T&?li Kf.I\FS, t o  insure thz e l e m t  of suiprisc, ~ 1 d  t o  dcny 

idc-rit- regardhg t h t  r.c)vment, its purposc, btplicotionr and o r p i -  

z c .  Tx Sscurity St?-f f  Section . . also acted i n  an advisory capac!~ 

i n  rk? rro;xrztion - .  of tiis d e p l o p n t  sc l rdu lc  11" section conducted 



2' (3) Sunteillancc of areas and faci l  i t i c s  wl.dt.j~ pcrsonnal. 

f reqtznted durin;r off -duty !lours wzs incrmscd. 

t o  cmccal icknt i ty  and providz pro'tection froin wu~uthmizcd discloilrc. 

( 5 )  Physical security hazards* a t  Takhli HlilI-73 and Udonl 

,RTX%, Xi.:ilYIC1, were evalua/ted. 

(6) Curfew hours and restr ict ions w r e  established. 

(7) Security p rds  \<ere postcd a t  aircraLCt c o x a h i h g  classifit  

(6) Ceparted areas were exanked t o  insure no. i r i o m t i o n  oE 

i x e l l i g a x e  v a h  h2d been l e f t  behind wliich night disclosc destination: 

i d s l t i t y ,  .aid Rissicn of the force. 

(9) A staybehind support ptr~y occupied the f a c i l i t i e s  

fo&r$ used by the operation31 force and continmd dccegtion ac t iv i  tics 

utiliziiig telqhoile a d  radio co,&i&tions and persorasl mitwisilt. Join t  - 
Ax)' '&mi .Qr Force training continued but on a rcddced scalc. 
/- 

' .d 

- -  c. Upn Gzparture from Morton AFB, mother cover story was 
.- . 

&,-=rm.;J fo indicate the  force was continuing m b i l i t y  training t o  t c s t  

m.3 es~ltlate h w a  fa'-igue factors in relocating t o  SEA. This cover 

C. X.1 military personnel participating i n  the mission and 

Thai rationals et TAhl i  RTtVfi and Worn KMFB were givcn appropriate 

c c w r  s tcr ies  or security briefings. 

a22 UZsr;! .TAE3 aid  sccurc  ork king arcos were ~ s t a b l i ~ i ~ c d  .and maintained. 

C~aterb-:el  ligcnce insycctions were conductcd t o  insurc t h a t  a11 personnel 

w..e.--n ..,. , prxticin;~ thr highas t dcgrcc of security. 



j : : I t .  -4- jY.~pin~'c:!pl.oyment 01 dl:: forcz, the S c i d t y  CUllf 

t;zicj,c.: contin\:& t o  maintain the secuk  working . . areas a t  TaIhli. WW 

iclZ i'iot.? RTAFI3 t o  iasure th::t ;ill .personnd. y rx t i c cd  tllc higllcsi. 

< l p e -  of ?;;:fc y.rJing c l ~ s s i  f i ~ d  in hlr~ai: ion and llntvr i.1, p"~' j .~ l~ .2r~ .y  

i n  h~:3 i : :~ a t rzmzi t t ing,  s t d r q e  and d ~ s t m c t j  on. Grict re3  u 

)ileX!2 t:zs rnintainzd diirring refucl- and hbmss, arid clcctr~8iiignctic 

edssisa contldl pmcc&r=s w& practiced ~ h z u y ~ h o u ~  ths lofssjn). 

6. hdeplo)~.snt~. Durin~ th i s  phase of the operation, the S r a r i t y  

Sti-f f 5%: tion cmt imed  t o  intplomnt . the cs tab l i shd  security pmccJures 

dzl:cl:-,sd duriq the plaznb-ng phase. Pertimnt mvcmnt security n:?asures 

WTS L&D U S O ~ .  Security briefings +:ere given t o  thc a i rmzis  flying 

~ z 2 . ~ $ 3 p a t  liiss ions end actioris t+hn  t o  prevent wut lwr ized  . . press 

re',taxs. 

7. Post Qt ra t iona l  Activities: 

. a. A l l  JCTG persame1 were, given a thorough oral dcbridfi~~g 

azZ1 s:'sqc,uentlj- executed a security tcnnirntion aid debriefing cc i t i  Ficatc. 

S 3 c x r  xarking areas a t  Eglin NB wek estiiblishecl as necessary for tllr 

posr c;iraiiozal zct ivi t ies.  Mdi t ioml  civil ian administrative p~"oi~lc1 

were Eji~ i i lrd  f o r  the preparation of the af te r  action rcport . Sccurity 

cl can::rs of these c iv i l ims  were vcrific.! and thcy were given security 

bV;-c:-..- ...,-,,. ;nc? debritfin~s u2on conclusion of the i r  participation i n  Ille 

o?*m tic:>. The Slcurity Sraf f Section continucd t o  iqlclrcnt sahgtxinli~lg 

prccekres for clzssified information ant1 material &velopd during t l r  

O ;  ;ad t o  a-vise th JCK staff pxsomcl  i n  classificntion 

:&:2;re3t. . 

b. Tnr Security Staff Section CIS. SirqXly ~ ~ ~ p o n s i b l ~  . - fir fhf . 

;rl ?.:::EL &?d s).s;erz tic es t ablishmnt and nintc11;mcc o E the mxxiuw ---. 
srcx r y  n i  t l ; ~  cpm:ion. This ncconplishmc.nt was a s ign i~ icant  contrihlrion 

to I.  s::::rsfiil nisaion, i-Jli& iqas carried oib d t h  ~Wplctc S U ~ ~ ~ S C  

rr.:il;lixd i:: t he  safe rcttin: of 211 a i r  ant1 gmiind pel-sonncl. 
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Placctt vc l l  cilar~c tower & searched Cell . 

Black 5-3 
H S+3 RCD "6'Z ITE33" FM 1 
u 3lucbcg 1 . 
h\ 

REC "NW IT31 U X  
s e c w i t y  area md 
59 f1.t 31uebcy. 3 
RE2 Torch tmd 
photoera?her FP1 

I 31ueboy 2 
all Trecsnits "XEG Moved to  hole 

I T S S  COUXT CSX- 

-. 

dnno charm 
Frs ~ i s p t c h e b  1st Moved to  LZ Koved t o  LZ 



EE-I 



Tactical Air Control ~c r r t e r -h 'o r th '~ec to r .  Thc Tactical  A i r  

con t ro l  Center -North sec t& (TACC -NS), located a t  Monkey Mo~~cta in .  
. 0 

RVN,' served as the Commsnd Pos t  for  COMJCTG. I t  provided h e  

C o n m i n d t r  with real-time a i r  situation &h obtained f rom the Naval 

Tactico! Data System (XTDS), 

and the two in-country r a d a r s  iocated at Udorn, Tlmihnd, and Mon!;ey 
.L* 

hioontrin. RVN. It was  planar J to use  COLLEGE EYE a i r c r a f t  (air- 

borne rrdar plr t forms)  t o  provide. low level coverage west of Hnnoi: 

however, the a i r c ra f t  had equipment failure and was unable t o  t rack  

friezdly aircraft  st extended ranges. 
l 

a.  COMJCTG controlled h is  forces  through $he u existing air-to- 

gr0cr.d communications network. :To provide  communication^ with the 

The primary circuit,  through CINCPA C, was sat i ahc to ry  

thruuah.nt the period of the opexation and tho alternate ci rcui t  was not 

ctilizcd. Through t l ~ c  use of zt r xdio-relay a i r c ra f t  opemtin;; . . over the 

Gulf of Tankin, COMJCTG had direct  U I i r  communications with the 

Task Group and the Navy Command Post  afloat. In  addition, ' C O ~ ~ J ~ A T  

APPLE: monitored the force  enroute FM frequ.ncy and relayed appropriate 

inf:cnatian t o  the TACC-KS and clements of the forcc wl~o&contact on . 

UHF =sas itnpossiblo. To insure that inopcrntivo radio equipmcnts would 
. . 

a?t .Icpad= tkc operation, bnckttp equipmcnts were opcratint*nl a t  the 
* 



a l l  of the  Tzsk Group radio frequencies, ~ h r e e . o f  thc six disp1:~y ccm- 

soles mere ellocatid to  COMJGTC and his staff to enable them ta rnonitoz ' 

tSc Ta sk Group operation. Communication torminations were rezligncd 

to meet COMJGTG requirements. The on-site operations personnel ' 

rc t i imc!  t:?ei=. normal air defense r~sponsibil i t ies,  The Coi3mandcr of 

the TACC-NS personally selected the operational crew that supported 

c. ln addition to the C O ~ L E G E  EYE equiprncdt failure, thc 

digital lip3 (Link-11) between the TACC-NS and NTDS was  periodically * 

inoperrtivz, thus depriviag COMJCTG with a currcnt  real-timc air  
- 

p k t u r e  derived f rom Navy sensors. Because of tho incompatihj.1ity of 

thc Air  Force  and Navy automated qystcrns, a USMC-operatcd computer 

buffer i s  utilized t o  pass a i r  situation data between the two syatctr~o~ 

Periodic 'poxwr failures nt the buffer sitc interrupted thc flow of real- 

timc data. During these power failures, the backup compttter clriveu .. 
tclctypc system [Link- 14) was activated. A telctyps input delays thc 

display oi a i r  situation data approximately one to  two minutcs. 

rtetid a d, The COLLEGE EYE equipment fai lurc (IFFISIF) neC' 

capa3iIi:;. to control the MSG C A P  below 7,000'foet over and wcst of 
- 

Ilhaoi. I MIG ai rcraf t  tvould have attcmptcd an intercept of thcr F-105 

usia:: only  l!?c .?irbornc intercept radar of thc: 'MIG CAP aircraft. . 
I 

COLL!ZCE GYf: cquip:wcnt, \*la s olmrstio*.G.- 
Ld- 



and bearing from Hanoi (BULIS EYE). la  iidhitian, Navy BAR C A P  

a. In-country id~otificitiori proef dvrfs ure re modified to permit . I 

al l  Task Gzoup aircraft  to be tracked and identificcl using their MODE II 

f. The following communicationo were avaihbla to COMXTG: 

( 1) Ground-to-air [UHF). Task Group, COLLEGE EYE, 
r 

COkIBAT APPLE: and Naval Forces. 

(2) Point-to -point (HFISSB). C- 130E aircraft, COLLEGE 

- EYE rcd Xavy Commaad and Control Ship. 

(3) Point-to-pcrint (DCS). . NMCC, CWCPAC, 7AFCC, 

7 /  l?.AFCC, altetnate TACC-NS and other clementrr of the SEA .TACS. 
# 

g. Lessons Learned: . . 
(1) Tp conduct such an operition, a computcri~od nystcm is 

a 

I 
re~?aircC to integrate (fuze) all sources of data and display them in rcal- 

tirze. Communications are cxtrcmaly vital for .pas itive control of similar 

ty;es a i  operations. : The use of a n ~ i r b o r n e  Command arid Contiol plat- 

form, with the capabilities of the TACC-MS and operating in thc vicinity 

of tkc 02% ration, could hnvc simplilicd the communicatiun links, improvcd 

detectl.~n c~pabi l i t ics  rnd provided positive radar control of the cntiro 

Iotcc, Tho number of clc rncntr' could havc been rcducod, thus minimizing 

tkc rirht invalvcd itr u r h q  a multiple clcnront Conrrnnnd and Control Sys:rm, 
1 

(2) rltc Incl; of airbornc. MIGs simplified our  ptotrlcrn, 

oz.a:~ ;r irb~rnr:  radar copnblc of dctrtcting airborne targets ovcr a land 

mass.  Cotnp?r.tc rc1ia:tca on a wcoopcr;ltivc" cmnry 



\:se of c,:ier sensor syttcnrs, ;L helicopter h r n c  mdor (similar  to thc 

satisfied the C o m m a ~ d  and Control rcquircments, In addition, communi- 

cztiorr proccdurcs.shodd be coorQinated with in-country forces 3n sufficient 

time to intzoduce them irrto thc training program. 

2. -4irbornc Radar Platform: 

a. Two EC- 12 1T airborne radar  'platforms (COLLEGE EYE)  wore 

schtZulcd to.operzto over the Gulf of  onk kin. The ai rcraf t  departed 

Kol-at RTAFB on time and all equipmcnts were brought to an  operational 

level prior t:, passins DaNzng. The primary aircrpft.broke an  oil line 

a d  193: $2 engine while proceeding up the Gulf of Tonkin. It returned 

safely to DaNang. After reaching altitude in the Gulf of Tonkin, 1/2 

aircrzft experienced IFF/SIE equipment failure and war unable to rcccivo * 

E , F / S E  r e k r n s  a t  exteaded ranges. A spare unit was installed, however, 

vrit'n n%getiuo results.  Without the IFFISIF capability, the platform . 

opnrz?td primarily a s  a MIG warning agency and a radio-relay. Voice 

contzct c i th  thc MIG C A P  was impossible, the normal 7th A i r  Force 

MiG vtb raing proccdirres would have been utilized in the event MIGs became 

airbar::..; i. c,, 'range and bearing from Hanoi (BULLS EYE). / 

I" \ 
Thc positions were also operational. 

+J 
1- .. : & - 

b. A post flight inspection of the clefcctive IFFISIF equipment . 
on a2 bircrzft rcvcalcd no clcfcctivc cquipmcnts. Whila tho a i rc ra f t  

\=.L s o?. $.tation, intcrfcroncc was ancountcrcd on thc WFISIF frcqucrrcics. 

!'rj:,r ;:::<I r?tcrin,: tlrc duration of the itdcrfcrcnca, XFF/SIF returns cottld 

c.3: Se relip-bly rcceivec! beyond 30-40 milcs. When thc a i rc ra f t  dcpj t ted  



vtas opcratiulla], There is 

o r  lzck of I?F/SIF returns 

It must b c  noted, however, 

no adequate explanation for  the intcrfcrcnce 
i 
! 

a t  the time of thc writing of this report. i 

that the ~ a v ) ;  was jamming NVN radars  

- 
c. Lcssons Learned. ~ o m ~ l e t e  reIiability o n  non-radar 

I 

equipnents and a "cooperative" enemy lor dctccting and tracking air- 

crzf t  i s  a high risk An ?-irborne rada i  capahle of overland operation 

\.:odd rcducc this r i sk  considerably. In addition, a n  airborne platform . . 
ca?ablc of fusing a l l  source data would greatly reduce thc rcliance on a 

103;: -haul sophisticated communication system and the. number of 

command and control elements involved in this operation. 

3, Radio Rclay Aircraft: . 
. a. Radio-relay a i rc ra f t  were operational over the Gulf of 

Tozkin 2uzin;: the entire period clf the-operation. Jt was plarrncd to add 
I 

foe: cdditional U X F  channels to the existing four channels for a total 

of t ight  chznnels. The a i r c r a f t  was dcsigned (Group A )  for  cigltt 

c)?s,-,r?cls; however, their normal day-to-day operation only required 

f o x  chsmels. When r~rrcried prior to' this operation, Headquarters 

Strategic Air  Command (SAC) personnel advised the additional equip- 

n e z t s  were in Southeast Asia; hotvevct, the in-country pcrtonnel had 

no !;r.w:lcd;c of their location, This.changc in capability required 

the frtcrcrsing of the number of users on the! existing four channels . 
r z d  prcventcd CQMJCTC from monitoring all of the discrete f rcq~iencic .~  . - 
of rhc varijus clcments of the supportin2 farce. Becausc .of the phase - 
dawn c! t h  Southcast A oian conflict, airborne radar  plotforma wcrc 

rc:utr.cd to the CONUS and tire digitJl rclay eqtripmenls rcqcrircd 

to  link these a i rcraf t  with ttlc TACC-NS had to t o  rcinstnllccl i n  the 

oircrr:::, T o  insure co tnpa t ibility of ttrc newly inrrta llcd cquipments, 

sctDcrsl rirborrtc tests wore rcquircd pr iar to iltc opczrstiocr. 



t. LCY sons h;rrncc\. Authorixcd 

sitort notice rcq~rjrcments. he 

. - 7 . ; '" "r 
Platform. Air ' ~ o r c c  airborne; 4. ~ i r b o r n c , - .  , . *= . - 

RC-  13jM z i r c r a f t  (COMSAT APPLE) were operational urcr t l ~ e  Gulf of 

To-kin for the en t i r e  period of the operation. (An Airborne Mission 

Coa=dinztor. fully cognizant of the antire  operation, - 5  ~ v a i l a b l ~  aboard . I 

this  2 I 1 ~ i ~ f t  to  assume control of theopkrat ion in the event thc TACC- 

NS became inoperative. COMBAT. APPLE performed a s  expected and had 

*.. direct secure UHF cornmunicationr with COMJC~G.  In addition to i ts  

norazl functions. it monitored the Task Group's FM frequency and , . I 
relayed ptrt inent  information to COWCTG.J 

A b r c k q  . was a l so  hunched with an Alternate Airborne Mission 

Cos:diaator on board, and flew a southera COMBAT APPLE orbit. 

5. Mission Gpntrol M-. *9saffes. ' 

. - .  . . .  - 
16 Nov 70 A meissage was hard ca r r i ed  to CTF-77 that 

prov!ded r d c s  of cne~gurncnt  and coordinating procedure.. 

Rcd Roclwt Onc message from JCS. " F i n d  go.'' 

COMJCTG advised CTF-77, " H a  approval 

COMJCTG advised COM7AF, "NCA approval 

COMJCTG advised CINCPAC and MMCC that 



far 

, short  notice rcqujrements. 

- 7 . ; ---1) 
4, ~ i r b o r a c  ,-. , .- Platform. Air - ' ~ o r c c  airbornc; ..--.. - 

RC - 13515 z i i c ra f t  (COMJAT APPLE) were operational orcr the Gulf of 
I 

T o ~ k i n  for the ent i re  period of the operation. An Airborne Mission 
I 

! cooidinstor ,  fully cognizant of the entire  operation. w a s  a v ~ i h b l e  ab:ard . 
 is a:..--. A. rft to assume control of the operation in the event thai thc TACC- 

NS became inopezative. COMBAT. APPLE performed a s  expected m d  had 

direct  securc UHF communic.ations with COMJCTG. In addition to its 

it m&itorcd the Task Group's F M  frequency and 

information to COMJeG.\  

A bockap RC-135M was also  launched with a n  Alternate Airborne Mission 

C o o r d i n ~ t g r  on board, and flew a southern COMBAT APPLE orbit. 

5. Mission t a n t r o l  Messages. ' __-  _ -  _ -  - -  - 
16 Nov T O  A message was hand ca r r i ed  to  CTF-77 that 

~rov!ded rules of cnglgcmcnt a d  c o o r d i ~ t i n ~ m c c d u r c r .  

1820302 Rcd Rocket One message from JCS, "Final go." 

COMJCTG advised CTF -77, "NCI\ approval 

COlrlJCTG advised COM7AF. "NCA approval 

COhlJCTG adviscd CINCPAC and NMCC that 

the Trsl;  I.orcc Also advisod that delay due to weather 



COt,e!JCTG aclviaad GTF -77 of ;r. "prclitnirtrtry 

. go. 8 1  

2008562 

"iinal go" decision and 

2 0 0 9 2 6 2  

COMJCTG advised CINCPAC a n d  NMGC of 
. 

that the operation would be adva nccd 24 hours. 

COMJCTG advised CTF-77 of "final go'' decision. 
< '  

COMJCTG advised NhlCC 2nd CIPJCFAC Ire was 

in position a t  his Command Post  a t  the Tactical Air Control Center - 
h'orth Sector, Monkey Mountain, RVN. 

' - 
6,  Pertinent Activity Rcport Messages: ' 

% 

COMJCTG advised the NMCC and CINCPAC of the following 

COMJCTG was in place a t  Takhli RTAFD. 

Task Croup arrivekl a> Talchli llTAFJ3. 

C-130E # 1 off Takhli a t  15322, 

C-130E #2 off Takhli'at 16132. 

HH-3 off Udorn at 16162. 

HH-53s off Udorn a t  16 1 8 2 .  

HC-130s and  A-1Es off on time; .. 
Situation satisfactory. . 
Navy diversion launched. 

Refueling complete. 
' . 

Task Group crosscd NVN bordsr a t  18382. 

situation satisfactary. - 

LanJccl in tlrc objcctivc area safely. 

MIC threat all clear. 

Situation sntiskctory. . 

A l l  aircraft  dcpartad otjcctive nrcn. 



po asi\>ly PI'? s. I d a v i n ~  TAG(;-NS f o r  

L' CDI. n. I 

! 
# . 

2102152. NMCC p r ~ v i d c d  tvith "Initial Sumnf ry of - 0 

I 
Optrst ions.  " ' i - ' 
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of  C+=rcticrz with the responsibility of Operations Sctvrity ;cd Covcr iind 
. 

. . 
sainxl thxu$:out all phs t s  o I  th2 oparatioa. Tilo Sccurity Staff perfonzed . 

- ' li;.:itcd ti-e fizz$ withcut zd3iticnal spsciaf Agent s~~pport for co*mtzr- 

es:AZirir.eJ iZi,.;S subsequently naintaincd of all pcrsonnd rtho had btzctl 
.... 1. . 

:c:~:ral c f Zc fcnsc infomat io;? 'ulcl '  mr:tcriaI; tmnstnissio:~, storag:, and 

~xmi;:: tf wrklng arcas ;t?.d cantnincrs; ,and destn~ction of classified 
- 

r;.tcriaI. S x ~ r i t y  Control Off iccrs, Top Sccret ;md itlt~matc Top Sccrct 
C 

fcxro l  3E;itc.r~ ;u\d Coitricrs txrc fonmlly appointccl for all locations and 



b, *Om1 security debriofings vert prcpnrt.$ w i t h  nppropriato rvarding, 

2.:d seczrS:y zcmination and dcbricfing cerLificatcs prcpxrcd f?r I~JC 
a 

,. . +riod :? ta i cc?ep lo~ .x t  ss~ct q o n  temim.tion' of the opcriitio;l. 

c. A cover pad &ccltibn plan tri~s ckvelqcd and crcdiblc cover . . ' 

srorics >:$re utilized as required in  w o r d i m t i n ~  activities within CQll 

(..\J'--.?I :-! t o  0:!4JCrG OPLan) . 
d. Er! Scar i ty  Staff a l so  developed thc Couxitcrintclligcnc k u ~ x  

t o  SIC t;3-!-CZC 0?1m which taskecl organizations to provide spccializcd 

assistzxe LI collecting infomaticn conccming possible organized thrcsts 

to  tkc 2issio;l of the project. 

a. Actual prcparadons for opening and securing working md training 



. e l a n : r i ~  tmmination a d  del~ricf in; ccrt i.rica:c. 

b. Once ectuol training bepan, piamed carly .yi?.ming casurcs . . 
. fsr acertainas in~u&oyiied disc] osurrs and p o s i b l  e cspiona~c act ivi?.' es 

ini:i.?tcd. They consisted of the employment of UnWittin~ inf@m~1li:~. 

s p  tcza t ic  e l i c i t z t ion  of c iv i l  pcp la t ion  and m i l i t a v  pcrsoiuic 1, menif ~ r -  

L-,g nr:;s ~ z d i a ,  d y s i s  of intelligence rcpofis, =d screening of civilim: - 

1dxr an2 *.w~dors. Liaited c ~ m t o r i n t e l i i ~ e n c c  support m s  obttincd 

t b u $ ~  l ia ison k i t h  OSI , USA coimterintelligsncc organizations. E c m r i q  

Fslice. a d  local c iv i l ian  a u t b r i t i e s  . Zxtcmivc cover and daccption 

reascres vtre used in the 2ctu2l construction of .the rock--up of the 1'21 . 
c z - l  hk l l s  of  buildicgs se re  simulated by the use of p.usls of tnrgct 

. - cioth s t re tc?=d bctiieen upright poles .. .Trees liere sLnulatcd I 
by t z l l  pol cs 

v i t h  pznmnts attach=&. Soze buildings were outlincd & two dim-lsfozs . 
b; stzkes aid r~rm.; taps .  M y  portions .. - of the thrce l~r ison i:nllr w r c  

erected. sg& by usins pancls of target  cloth strctchcd b e ~ i e e n  upright 

1 .  Tne f i e ld  training s i t c  containing d le  prison m&-q cIcsrcd 

by thc S o z x i t y  Guard pr ior  t o  each training period and the arm 1h-a sscurcd 

50s outsids grouid obsenntion contirmslly during uso . The Securi ry Staff  

S x t i o n  conhcred sys:emtic md s u m y s  of the f i e l d  training 

s i t e  zs \ d l  as a l l  other harking a r c s  and locations f o r  ad~crence t o  

s sa r r i ty  roquircrtxits and rey?at ions  as well as t o  ascertain security by 

c5ser;a:icr1. 

c. N1 op^rztions, ground yul a i r .  were obscrwd C thc 0 p m t i o r a  , 

F+~ttri ir  O i f  icer  t o  cktenniae i f si pif i a n t  intclligencc was b i n g  rwcnlcd 

k -  --I t ! ~  r;t.=.ry i n  t,+ich training was being nicaiipl isl~cd. Ib t t cms  of g m d  

act i s i t y ,  r ircrsf t .  f l i sh t  mni>ooition ad t i : c t i ~ i ,  a s  1~11 as grotind-to- . 
j;r~:.nd, grp.:,:t- ;,-air, and a i r -  to-air  conunut.ications wkn nmitorkd ;1nd 

5z~iszo? t o  inswc thnt s x u r i t y  m s  bciny. v n i n t : l i ~ d .  Pcnonnel f r n n  the 



i' (3) Sun9eillance of areas 'and faci l  i t i c s  w h i c h  ~)crsonnc.:l 

f reqcented during o f f  -di;ty !lours GS increascd. 

t o  coaccal i r k n t i t y  and providc prokectiorl frail: wnuth:rri?.cd !liscIosaw. 

- . .  (5) Physical security hazards. a t  Tskhli Kli\I73 and Udonl 

.RT;LF3, T k i l a n d ,  wertt evalua'ted. 

( 6 )  Curfew hours and res t r ic t ions  wrc established. 

(7) Security gur& were postcd a t  a i r c r a f t  contailidg c l a s s i I  

. . equi::rsn: and. loadit13 arezs. 

(8) k g a r t e d  areas were ex+nikd t o  insum no. i r 2 o m t i o n  of 

i x e l l i g z x e  v a l e  bzd besn l e f t  behind which might discloso thz d s t i n a t i o  

. idznt l ty ,  .and niss icn  of the  force. 

(9) A stay-behind support group o c q i e b  thc' f a c i l i t i e s  

fo&=r$ .t.& by the o p e r a t i o i d  force and con t inu~d  dccci~tion a s t i v i t i c s  

I AT '~26 Air Force t raining continued but on a rcddced scalc.  
/- . . .-. 

. . . - c. mn dzparture from hlorton AFB , zcother cover s tory WC~S .- . 
&,-=lq=J TO indicate  t he  force was continging m b i l i t y  t ra ining t o  t c s t  

a d  c~zlmtt! h m a  fiXigue factors  in relocating t o  SEA. This cover 
. . 

, s to ry  wzs Gsseminatcd d u r i x  dcbarjcation a t  Ehnclorif MI3 and a t  TaWlli 

r&=. 
C. A l l  m i l i t a v  personnel. par t ic ipat ing i n  the mission and - 

Thai r s i ~ n z t s  at T a ? ? l i  RTAFB and Udorn Rl'AFB were givcn appropriate 

ccyer stcries or sec~r r i t y  briefings.  

as2 Uisr;! .RL'iFi3 zcxl sccurc  ork king arcas werc cstablisllcd .and maintained. 

C ~ a t ? r k : , ~ I  l igcnce inspcctions were conrluctcd t o  insurc t h a t  a1 1 personnel 

r.:r.rc pr::cticin;! thc h i g h s  t dcgrce of sccuri ty  . 



b. Oncc actual t r a i n h g  began, pianned car ly  wming reasurcs 
. . 

far r~czrtainins tnauthorizcd disclosures and p o s i b l e  espionage act.ivi:Ics ' 

sys t c za t i c  elicitation of c i v i l  p c p i h t i o n  and military pzrsomcl , monitor- 

5;:: nr:is r z l i a ,  a m l y s i s  of intel l igence rcpogs,  a i d  screening 02 c iv i l i z :  

l&ar  an2 *:cndors. Liixited ~ o m t ~ r i n t e l l i ~ e n c c  support was ob t i~ incd  

tkmug3 liaison 14th OSI , USA coimterintclligence ~ q ~ m i z s t i o n s ,  Sccurity 

Folict, 2xl loca l  c iv i l i an  authori t ies .  'Extcnsiw: cover ;mJ dzccption 

reascres =re used i? tlir a c t u 1  construction of 'the rack-up of the 1Wi 

2 .  l fz l l s  of buildirrgs wcrc simulated by the use of p.mols of t3rgc.t 

. cio~h stretc!sd bstrieen upright poles .' .Trees liere sinulatcd by tz13 pol cs 
J 

@ ~itf :  ysnnvlts attached. Sose buildings were outlincd in two diinznsJozs 

b;.. stakes aiid r~m.4  taps. M y  portions of the three prison nails werc - - 
erccteS, again by using panels of target cloth stretched betxeex upright  

l .  Tie f i e l d  t raining s i t c  containing the prison mck-LQ was c'l csrcd 

b:; the Setrtrit). Guard pr io r  t o  each t ra in ing  period and the 3 ~ 5 3  ISS scc11ri.J 

f ro2  cwtsib .ground obscnt;ltion continually c!uring use. Sir: Security Staff 

Soction conhcisd systcmtic and survoys of the  f i c : l c l  t ra in ing  

s i t c  \,dl as a l l  other mrking  arcas and lccations f o r  adherence t o  

sccarity rcquirc:e..its 'and regulations as well as t o  ascerta.i.n securi ty  by 

C. N1 operztions, ground and air, wrc ohscrvcd ly the 0pratiorr.s 

kcurii? Oif i c c r  to  cktcnninc i f si gnif i m n t  intcl l igencc was bcing rcvcalc3 

f;- t!x? mxer i n  ~ h i c h  t ra in ing  ws being nktmnpl islrcrl. Pnttcrns of gmund 

gro:ac!, g r z r d -  to-cir , and sir- to-a i r  con:~nu~.icntions wcm n~mitorcd and 



. x i 5 i n  Sit context of fia.--i l~~ operations sccurity . Specific t:cti~ns were 

2c:icr;?s :2zz ~ q u i r c d .  Countcrintelligencc psyckologiul operations 

u:llisL.q m r s ,  t i n t l y  disclosures of f a l se  'and/or misle~.ding infomation,  

2%- ---?ti-:s -. bcuzents,  photographs, v p s ,  clmrts and cliagrms werc concluctclt 

t o  i y x r c  i% security of t!e training. 

d. & th trainin2 progressed, elements of the actual mission - 
tiort: 5isslcsecI t o  cgeratir,!: personnel through dlc use of covcr stclrics . 
z.1 cltcqtion so tha t  rrhsion fcr,owledge wzs sys temtica l ly  dcvclopd. 

1 I 

T~i3 t c d - ~ i q * ~  contribute3 significantly t o  security ;md integit . j  
- .  

. k';?i?e =.zi-t2ining high m r a l e  within-the force. 

e. Ci! 2 Scptcrber 1970, the Security Staff Section discovered tltc 

disclosurc of cl:~ssif.icJ 

i r zp iq -  t;;?ith t : ~  con=l&td on 21 Septerhcr 1970. Ihring this period, 

ti.% i;lSi;.iCuzl suspcc:cxJ of  the violation was thorouglrly debriefed and 

~C:SYL.S! S C S ~ X ~ C J  of hting recipients o f  thc infomution t-me locstcd 

a22 zil Cotrr;.,ined t o  bc highly responsihlc military personnel with Top . . 
9::~: :1cfn---- L Tnrcue?i cLiscrcct e l ic i ta t ion ,  thcy Src qucricd as 



&:ez.inct thst nn:, Ilostils t f i ~ c s t  existed to  t h c  bascs t h t  Kcrc schzilulcd 

t c  hi :seZ in ~ m i l m d  &id t h t  no known hos4:ilc ngzrrts wrc i~r t l ~ c  TalAl i  . 

RiX3 ax?.  X system was established to a l c h  the Security Staff Section 
# 

. ' i f  :.SCiX-!I/J:J344G, Contro;led ker ican  Sourcc - [CU) j n Bangkok, and/or 
4 

CSI In T-zilznd rrceived any infomation 'concerning a possiblc lrosti& 

t k ~ z :  to  tk ~ L ; ? s  i n  Tiailznd. The OSI in  Bmgkoli vats rcqutstcd to 

3 . Secured faci l i t ies  at Taklili KTAFB t;cn: o!)tainad 

to  bill=: t i 6  brief operational persomel . 

2 .  In tha pericd i ~ . = < i a t e l y  preceding ax1 during Jeployren?, th 

S r z ~ r f t y  Szafz' Section Lixrcased their  securit). and counterinteL1il:encc 

ts prt:.?r.: espionzge o r  sabotage fmm intcrf&ing dt!~ the mw~nent o i  

thct .ic,r:c t o  T&?li  KT.m, t o  insure thc e l e ~ n t  of surprise, .and to  deny 

b.Eczz:i.=.:: regardhg ' the ravenent, its purposc, implications and o r p i -  
> 

t i i i i cn ,  73s Security Stzff  Scction also acted in  an advisory capacity 

in t?.? -.-a-a. - - - + -  on cf the  dep1o)mnt sd;cclulc. nlc sectio11 conducted . . 
su~t:;; rz.6 ixspections , reco,m~ended milsttres for mdzium s c m c y ,  and . 

p=uii?8 im:ruSions to  vni t  personnel conccming mvcmnt securiv. %ic 

SC::~C:: c.'3;cn~d tlic rw~c to prevent, rcport, and invcstigatc security 

\.idzsl:r.s end other sc= r i t y  threats, and to in i t i a tc  c6rrcctivc .action. 

b. The folloxin;! additional mo~cstsnt sccurity mcasttrcs WCYC 

. . 
3.y. :c:::z:%i: 

1 F i i l s ~  i n  fonrnt i t s t  w?; cliss~nil~atcd clcsigncd to dcccivc 

t,r .-: - *  *.. . .-3. ,..a ;ts to  the actiul intentions of the ~;lovt.. 

( I )  Idzn r i fy i:~g ~mrks and insiglia wcrc rcnuvcd f r o m  

. e l .  ..> :- .: -..A . . . .. .. ;.. - ,... t:!ui:s-2:;t. 



J 
iroqcented during off-d1:ty !lours GS increased. 

s. t o  cmcos l  i ckn t i  t y  and provida protect ion frail: wnuthc)rixcd disc1 osil re. 

( 5 )  Physical securi ty  hazards' a t  Takhli Klj\I.73 and Udonl 

KTiL3, Tii:iland, were e v a d t e d .  

(6) Curfew hours and res t r ic t ions  ucrc established. ' 

(7) S z c u r i v  p r &  were postcd a t  aircraft cozrsiniig c l a s s i I  
. . equipzii: and l o a f i 3  arezs. 

(6) k ? a r r e d  areas were e m i k d  t o  insure no. i r i oma t ion  of 

i x + l l i g x e  valus k2d betn l e f t  behind wliich night disclosc th2 d - ~ s t i n a t i o  

-. ident i ty ,  .and niss icn  of th,o force. 

(9) A stay-behind support g r o q  occqied-  the' f a c i l i t i e s  

fo&=rlj. used by the operatiom1 force and continwd dccq t ion  activities 

I AT 'md .;ir Force trainiiig continued but on a rcddced scalc  . 
/- . .-. . . . .4 

- c. Upon departure from )?orton AFB, another cover s tory rms 
.- . 

& , ~ l q = S  T.0 indicate  the force was continging m b i l i t y  t ra ining t o  t e s t  

ad cszluzte hmzn ,c?-<ipe factors  in rclocating t o  SEA. This cover 
. . 

. s to ry  was ~ s s m i m t c d  dur ix  debarkation a t  Elnendorf NB and a t  Aikhli 

~ L F Y .  

C. A l l  mi l i ta ry  personnel. par t ic ipat ing i n  the mission and 

Thai ratiorids a t  Takhli RTiV8 and Udorn RUFB were givcn appropriate 

cct.-er s t c r i e s  o r  sec~n-it); briefings.  

e. A techni&l secur i ty  survey Concluctcd a t  T d h l i  RI'Am . - 

Cr.at?rktel l igcnce inspzctions were conductccl t o  insure t h a t  a11 personnel 

yes-n ,. - prxticin;! thc highest ckgrcc of security.  



3 .  r.:grc-. c f p::<eydrJiq classif iud i f i fo r~n i : io~~  and nuturial , psrLj.cul.nr1.y 

i n  h c i t  .kg, t r m d t t i n p ,  storage and dcstructj on. St.rict raij o 

s iicr.cc ::as r=iii+in=d during refueling and inpcr;~, md clcc trcriiignctic 

e e s s j  52 contr6l pmceds r~s  wgrc practiced thmudlou: tlts missj a). 

6. 3cde?lo~~snt-. lhring th i s  phase of the operation, the S r c u r i v  

SC-ZL +.-~loa f C . - ~ .  cantimed to  implcmnt . the cs tablisbsd security proccduns 

6:-:olr-,rd h r i z  ths p l = ~ i n g  phase. Pertinont m v c c n t  security n:?asures 

b:en z p i o  used. Security briefings weie given t o  thc a i r r x i i s  flying 

rrd.plqr.%nt ~ i s s i o n s  znd actiors t&cn to  prcvcnt u iu t lu r ized  . . press 

r e l t a 5 e s .  

7. Post Qt ra t iona l  Activities: 

. a. All 2CTG pcrsomel were given a thomugh oral  Jcbr ioPi~~g 

a ~ 2  s 5 s q u m t l j -  esccutcd a security tcnnirvtion and debriefiilg ~ c i t i  licztc. 

S x x t  :iarXng areas a t  Eplin M3 were established as neccssrr; for  t l s  
- 

p05t qintioaal act iv i t ies .  Additiond c iv i l i an  abninistrAvr.  ycrsolulcl 

!;ere c3:riixd f o r  the prrparation of the af te r  action rcport. Scarit1 

c] c a n - - > -  .,,s of these c iv i l ims  wcre vcrific.! and they were givcn security 

b.p;l.C:-M- m6 de5r ief inp q o n  conclusion of thei r  participation i n  $lie 

o?t;;:io. Tht Security Staff Section continlrd to i q l a r c n t  saCcgiurdl1g 

p rc~r . t l r c i  for  clzssified information and material jcvelopcd during the 

3 ,  z3.d t o  azvise the JCTG. staff g~rsonncl  j n classif icat ion 

o t l  air and ~ m i l n J  pcrsonncl . 




